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VETERINARY OFFICERS. 

For very many years the War Office has entrusted 
the care of its horses to veterinary surgeons, and 
every war has shown how economy and efficiency 
are served by a wider and wider extension of the 
duties of these trained experts. When the cattle- 
plague overran the country in 1865 the Govern- 
ment recognised that a Veterinary Department was 
needed in civil life. It was formed, and its work 
remains as a monument to its efficiency. 

The development of sanitary science in recent 
years has been rapid, and the direct relationship of 
some diseases of animals to those of man has gained 
considerable attention. The effect upon human 
mortality of disease carried by milk and meat is well 
recognised. The annual loss of stock from preven- 
tible disease is also considered well worthy of legis- 
lation. 

The powers for self-government now so largely 
given to Local Authorities have thrown upon Cor- 
porations and Councils many new duties, and amongst 
them none greater than the preservation of the 
health and wealth of the population. Very slowly 
are these bodies giving recognition to the fact that 
economy and efficiency result from the appointment 
of veterinary officers. The inspection of meat, of 
cowsheds, and of stables is too commonly entrusted 
to men who have been trained as plumbers, or 
schoolmasters, or to the absclutely untrained police 
constable. In many districts the inspectors who 
look after such dangerous diseases as rabies, anthrax 
and glanders are policemen, and they are directed by 
a committee, the members of which possess no 
special knowledge of the subject. In most districts 
the committee, when in doubt, call in a veterinary 
surgeon, but in some no veterinary expert is ever 
consulted. 

Only in the last few years have some of the lead- 
ing City Corporations awakened to the fact that 
veterinary knowledge is available and necessary for 
the proper conduct of their duties. The inspection 


of meat and cowsheds, the operation of the Animals | 


Diseases Act, the care of the Corporation’s horses, 
and, in Scotland, some provisions of the Public 
Health Act are now delegated to veterinary officers. 
In Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liverpool, Birmingham, 
and Newcastle-on-Tyne intelligent authorities have 
found duties for veterinary surgeons—duties which 
cannot be performed by any other class of officer 
with such efficiency or economy. In London, with a 
Population greater than all these towns put together, 
the authorities have not yet recognised the necessity 
of veterinary assistance—save for the purpose of 
diagnosing odd cases of disease. In London the 
County Council requires no veterinary adviser, at any 
tale it ignores the need of any expert ene | 
advice. It has lawyers, architects, engineers, 


sents, medical officers, etc., but no veterinary 
olicer, 


| 

In this connection the opinion of the Right Hon. 
Walter Long may be quoted. It was given to a 
deputation which waited on him a few weeks back. 
The minister said : 

“Tt is desirable in great communities—great centres 
of population—that the officer who is called upon to 
discharge the very responsible duty of technical adviser 
of the local authority should be an officer who devotes 
his whole time to the discharge of his duties, and has 
nothing else to interfere with him. . . | am sure 
that all sanitary authorities, to whatever branch of 
sanitary science they belong, will agree that this is 
| one of the lessons which we have learnt in the nineteenth 
| century, viz., the immense desirability in the interests 
of the health of the whole community, whether of the 
| higher or the lower animals, that there should be a com 
plete devotion of time to the duties which fall now in 
such increasing proportions upon people who occupy 
those positions.” 

A few provincial towns show practical agreement 
with Mr. Long. London recognises no such duties 
and offers no such positions. 


MALLEIN AND GLANDERS. 
| This week we publish an abstract of a report of a 
deputation from the Glasgow Corporation to the 
| Minister of Agriculture. The deputation desired 
power to test with mallein all horses in infected 
studs after developed cases of glanders had been 
removed. In his reply Mr. Long promised most 
careful consideration, ‘‘in conjunction with those 
‘who advise me and who are experts on the subject,” 
but he declined to alter the Order as desired. 
The inference is that Mr. Long has been told by 
his veterinary advisers that mallein is still in the 
| experimental stage. This inference is borne out by 
his reply to Mr. Kearley in the House of Commons. 
| Jn it the Minister of Agriculture acknowledges that 
the diagnostic properties of mallein are firmly decided, 
but he adds that its effects upon healthy horses are 
not known and that its immunising and curative 
‘action require further investigation. With all due 
respect to Mr. Long’s advisers, we assert that the 
| veterinary profession has adduced facts more than 
sufficient to determine the ‘effects upon healthy 
horses.”’ Those effects are nil; and no one except 
Sir George Brown has ever publicly stated that they 
were in doubt. As to the “‘ immunising ”’ effeets—no 
one has ever suspected any, and the value of investi- 
gating them is purely a theoretical one. On the 
‘“ curative’ effect something practical does hinge, 
but the knowledge now possessed by London practi- 
tioners is in excess cf any possible experience to be 
obtained by experts of the Board of Agriculture in 
the next 100 years. With even twenty times the 
facilities they possess no answer to their experiments 
can be given in less than two years, and meantime 
horse owners will have lost 3000 horses from glanders, 
and the law remain powerless. 
If Mr. Long would appoint a committee of enquiry 
he could obtain all the facts he requires to base action 
on—action which would speedily be successful. 
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What struck me as peculiar in this case was the 
great difference in the development of the two foals. 
and in my opinion the mare was impregnated and 
, e ; became fertile from each service. 

CASES IN OBSTETRIC PRACTICE. Thinking that both these cases present something 

By F. L. Goocu, F.R.C.V.5. unusual (certainly to me) is my reason for recording 
them. I shall be very glad to learn if any other 
. |member of the profession remembers anything of a 

On February 10th I received a message early in | gimilar nature. j 
the evening to attend a thoroughbred mare, the pro- | ——————______ y 
perty of a nobleman, and was informed by the mes- 
senger that the studsman thought the mare had in- ial oe ali 
verted her bladder. THE DETECTION OF MEDIAN NEURECTOM\ 

I drove a distance of three miles, and upon my WHEN EXAMINING FOR SOUNDNESS. 
arrival found what I thought to be a portion of By Frev. Hospay, R. V. Coll. 
placental membrane hanging from the vagina, about 

1w 1 ; ’ v > , ar ; ta Pas 

six inches in length. The owner being away from In the course of a paper on ‘‘ Some risks we run 

home, I informed the stud groom that in my opinion | ; , certifying soundness in horses,” oak te a 
A . ¢ 7 P © ‘ gre? . " — . oy % “ 

the mare Tony about Ol gga 7 ; foal, st 4 J.Abson at the last meeting of the Lancashire Veteri- 

answered that was on. aie yore agonal en i 02", | nary Medical Association, I see that the statements 

and had only been covered on the previous Saturday, are made that ‘‘ we must look out for a scar on the 

need = I i —s the — and | inside of the leg just below the elbow, at the posterior 

foun are a at ih to ee — 4 — edge of the radius,” and ‘if this exists it suggests 

c . 7 . . . 

astonishment of the stud groom, in abou ve | the necessity of testing sensation in and around the 

minutes I delivered the mare of a beautiful healthy knee joint * 

a sthat th had b — Whilst agreeing that the scar must be looked 

th aoe ad ma ou ond - — pe ate | for I do not think, from an experience of more than 

Pg pte had b eee ee mare | 150 median neurectomies, that if this exists it would 
during the spring had been “in use “ several times, |}, of any value to test sensation in or around the 
both the owner and stud groom came to the conclusion |}... joint. One of the things which seems to sur- 
that she was not in foal, and being anxious to secure prise the “ knowing” client canal i lal alae Reaital 
an early foal she was duly served on February 8th, in the usual manner with a pin or sharp instrument 
and the stud groom informed me that the mare on the inside of the leg, the animal, in by far the 
— ered as well veshnin he remembered one. majority of instances, still gives evidence of feeling 

Case 11. On April 30th of last year | was fetched | the stimulus 
> © Gnrs mnate, ware = by the messenger that | |), many cases, particularly in dark bay, brown or 

neccteie ae ery ‘A ge a - 1 black horses, it is a matter of the greatest difficulty 
b On arriving vt — a ate rer aye to find the scar, and in some instances I am sure 

ut was soon able to secure the other foot and head, | that even the most careful examiner would pass it 
and had very little difficulty in delivering the foal. | \... if he trusted to that alone: but what is to be 
Seeing the foal was small and the mare of unusual searched for in addition is the hole in the faschia 
size, | examined again and found a second foal, both covering the internal metacarpal fiexor, this faschia 
of them apparently only just dead. I then noticed having been cut through in order to expose the 
nothing unusual about the foals. The mare went}. ogian nerve 

on very satisfactorily and was covered by a cart stal- ag eT se ae College 

. 7 = . " . oe " x. ™ 4 . 3? a . . . . *, . : 
— a — et — mgt gies a S!* | tutors, was the first to make this observation in the 
pone n8 dori - wile 4 "Abo t gg : of Free Clinique, and now we always rely upon it. This 
Februar * te me P Po empein ; ad .. © en’ °F! hole ¢an be felt, if present, by applying the point of 

rien A Is year the mare's udder decame very | the index or little finger over the region where the 
full of milk, so much so that it streamed naturally villous Teen te f a 56 is caro for he 
from the teats for several days. Remembering the ee ee ee gale 

nail dailies tei tien teak weno seal analied te 8 Me | test to fail to enable one to give a decided opinion, a 
—" MB f scence i ‘ 8 she if the space in the faschia is filled up by a small 

a hoger pete - , ie a A hernia of muscle tissue the latter yields on presse. 

‘escribed lig vork. eee 2 ag 
mens to til pm apt a » Boga 7. | whilst if a neuroma blocks the way (and we have 
war ee ee Ss ee Sees | ened with this in tue cases) excessive pain Is caused. 
when I was summoned to attend. On arriving I f: - 
found that the mare had again aborted twins, but in 
this case | noticed a great difference between the 
size and condition of the foals, one being nearly full 
grown and having all its hair on, whereas the other 


CASES AND ARTICLES. 























Death from Hydrophobia. ; 
“Died from Rabies, the result of a bite from a dog 
| was thefverdict returned by a Stockton-on-'l'ees corouer® 
| jury in the case of Mary Frances Nelson, wife of a prow 


was not so large and was only partially covered }nent tradesman in the town. Mrs. Nelson was bitten 
with hair, and I do not think either foal had been | jac¢ September, but symptoms of hydrophobia did not 
dead more than about an hour. I removed the pla- | develop until Friday night, and the unfortunate !a¢ 
cental membranes and the mare has progressed well, | died on Monday evening in great agony. ” 
and is now performing her usual work with the other | who was also bitten at the same time, by the same 


horses. 


Mr. Nelson, 


animal, has gone to the Pasteur Institute in Paris. 
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Garry, T. C., Esq., 2, High Street, Wandsworth, London 
VETERINARY SOCIETIES. Godfray, B. P., i. +. St. Heliers, Jersey 
en I. B., Esq., ¢ ‘hristchurch, Hants 
Gould, J. 5., Esq., Southampton 
VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLE NT FUND. | Gavin, H, ‘., ~ Ne , Hareourt Road, Dublin 
é : ' ravin, H., Esq., 16, Nelson S alee 
The following are the names of the gentlemen who Golledes. C. Ho Esq. ge neg 7 = om lreland 
eC va +s 1 . a ed = bo) aq., Ss 
constitute the Organising Committee : | Hedley, M., Esq. Chief Inspector V.D., Dublin Castle 


Heath, J. P., Esq., Southern K 
3, . ' —_ - Nl ath, J. F., Ne ithernhay, I.xeter 
Professor Penberthy (President of the Royal College of Hunting, C., Esq., South Hetton, Durham 


Veterinary Surgeons), Chairman Hallen, Vet.-Lieut.-Col. J. H. B 

W. F. Barrett, 46, Lewisham High Rd., Hon. See. & Treas | Pebworth Fields, Under Stratford-on-Avon 
| Hughes, R., Esq., Oswestry, Salop 

Axe, Professor, 1A, Lower Sloane Street, 8.W. Huband, T. A., Esq., Cheltenham 
Almond, Professor, Chelmsford | Hall, R. W., Esq., London Hotel, Kast Sq. Barnstaple 
Allen, W., Esq., Blac kcauseway House, Downpatrick Howard, R., Esq., Thetford 
Auger, T. E., Ksq., Saxmundham, Norfolk Hobday, Prof, F., Royal Veterinary College, London 
Abel, J. _ = Esq., St. James’ Street, Derby Hunting, W., Esq., 16, Trafalgar Square, Chelsea 
Abson, Percy, Ksq., 72, Surrey Street, Sheftield Hurndall, J. S., Esq., Sussex Villas, Cornwall Gdns..W. 
Allen, Charles, Esq., Dublin Hoare, E. Wallis, Esq., 18, Cook Street, Cork 
Brown, Professor, Sir G., C.B., Harrow-on-the-Hill ns Alfred, Esq., 7 York Street, Hanley, Staffs 
Browning, W. T., Esq., Hythe, Southampton Jackson, J.J. R., Esq., 2 Rg Road, Canonbury 
Butters, A. L., Esq., 31, South Wharf Road, Paddington | Jones, J. Hi Esq., M.B., oo Wall, Dublin 
Bole, A. J., Esq., Portal Inspection Office, Belfast | Jones, C., Esq., Auburn Vill a, Clontarf, Ireland 
Boswell, W. G., Esq., Boswell House, 7 i, Lave nder Sw eep | Kettle, Vet. -Lieut.-Col., A.V.D., Woolwich 
Barrett, L., Esq., Romford | Kelly, H.. J., Esq., Greenore, lreland 
Bennett, J. H., Esq., Havering, Essex | Kerr, Finlay, Esq., 4, Leinster Ter., Kingstown, Lreland 
Blake, Arthur, -Esq., Belvoir House, Shrewsbury | King, . & & Fsq., Bournemouth, Hants 
Bray, C. T., Esq., 191, Edgware Road. London pen too T. D., Esq., Store Street, Dublin 
Bloye, W. H., Esq., Plymouth | Logan, W., Esq., Inverness 
Berry, A. H., Esq., 22a, Christchurch Road, Streatham | Lepper, H. G., Esq., Aylesbury 
Bower, W. J. T., Esq., East Rudham, Norfolk | Leigh, F., Esq., Bristol 


Bell, J.. Esq., Carlisle | Lewis, T., Esqy., Barnet Hill House, Barnet 
Blee, R. S., Esq., Waterford, Ireland | Logan, J. W., Esq., Waterford, Ireland 
Burrell, W., Esq., 504, Brewer Street, Regent Street, W. | Litt, W. E., Esq., Shrewsbury 


Balls, R., Esq., Brixton McFadyean, Prof., M.B.. Principal Royal V.C., London 
Broad, Alfred, Esq., Finchley Road, St. John’s Wood gg“ p Professor Ss - 
Cope, A. C., Esq., Board of Agric., 4, Whitehali PL, S.W. | Moran, Ne J., Esq., Veterinary Dept., Dublin Castle 
Case, Ed., Esq., Fakenham, a an | Malcolm, . Esq., Birmingham 
Cox, J. Roalfe, Esq., 107, Earl’s Court Road, London | Muir, rs J., Esq., Larne, lreland 

amg E., Esq., Tooting Me Meaigh: F., Esq., Royal Veterinary College, London 
Carless, J. R., Esq., Shrewsbury MeArthur, —, Esq., R.V.C. & Rangoon, British Burmah 
Clarke, A A., Esq., March Merrick, T. J., Esq., Northampton 

Clark, J. , Esa., Abbey Hill, Coupar Angus, N.B. MacCallum, A. 1., Esq., Edinburgh 

Chesterman, T., Esq., Leman Street, London, E. | McFarlane, D., Esq., Doune, Perthshire 

Caton, H. W. , Esq., 413, Mile End Road, London, E. Mettam, Professor, Edinburgh 

Clarke. M. , Esq., Wimbledon McCall, Dr. Jas., Vet. Coll., Buccleuch Street. Glasgow 
Clapp, A. H.. Esq., 7, Lyndhurst Road, Peckham | Mahon, F. C., Esq., 93, Huddleston Road, Tufnell Park 
Comerford, N. H., Esq., Stratford, London, E. | Mulvey, W. .1., Esq., 67, Lower Sloane Street, 5. W. 
Chambers, W.. Esq., Droghedra, Ireland | Nunn, Vet. Maj. J. A., A.V.D., Charles St., St. James’, W. 
Coll, O. D.. Eso., Limerick, Ireland | Nye, S. = Esq., 89, Bow Road, London, E. 

Collings, J.A., Esq., Exeter | Nelder, ’. B., Esq., Exeter 

Cave, T. W. , Esq., Nottingham | Olver, ™ Esy., Truro 

Duck, Vet.-Col. F., C.B., Director-General A.V.D., | Olver, Esq., J.P., ‘Tamworth 


», King Street, Westminster Purdy, J ames, Esq., 92, Philsboro’ Road, Dublin 
Dollar, J. A. W. » Esq., 56, New Bond Street, London, W. | Parr, George, Esq., Salisbury 


Ditmas, Captain F. B. The Lodge, Rochester Parr, J. G., Esq., Leicester 

Dove, R. D., Esq., 8, New Grove Avenue, Sandymount | Peele, J. ., Esq., Durham ' 
Dunstan, i Esq., St. Mellion, R.S O., Cornwall | Pettifer, Vet.-Lieut. T. V., The Limes, Tetbury, Glo’ster 
Duguid, ’Prof. W., Board of Agriculture, 4, Whitehall Pl. | Penhale, W., Esq., J.P... Holsworthy 

Dickinson, W. Gg. B., Esq., Boston Pallin, W., i isqy., Curragh, lreland 

Davies, D G.. kK uSq., Swansea Phillips ' "Se alk 8, Messrs., Ipswic sh 


Dewar, Prof, J. R. U., Principal Royal V.C., Edinburgh | Pollock, J., Esq., Ch: anel Field Road, Norwich 


Emery, F. W., Esq., 5, Hopefield Avenue, Belfast Peddie, James, Ksq., Dundee | . ' 
Elder, G. H., Esq., Taunton Porch, F., Esq, Lon. Road Car Co., Page St., Westmtr. 
Elphick, George, Esq., Newcastle Parker, J. H., Esy., Birmingham —_ 
Evans, FW, , Esq., Stratford-on-Avon Price, T.S., Esq., 155, Kennington Cross, London, 5.E. 
‘dgar, Professor W. A., Camden House, Dartford Prnudames, A., Esq., - lree House, Berkhampstead 
‘leming, Dr. George, LL. D., C.B., | Pritebard, Professor W., Regent’s Park Road, London 
. Higher Leigh, ( Combe Martin, N. Devon | Penhale, W., Esq., Barnstaple, De yon ‘ 

Freeman, John, Esq., Harry Street, Dublin Pugh, D., Kisq., Per nard House, io hagaaaaa 

Freeman, R. B., Esq., Harry Street, Dublin Roach, W., Esq., York, Road, Exete 

| Reid, W.S., Esq., 17, Fitzroy Square, | sondon, W. 


‘raser, J. , Esq., St. Albans 
Fletcher, » Arthur, Esq., Veterinary Infirmary, Ayr 
ook, W. H. , Esq., Putney Hill, $.W. 


| Robb, Andrew, Esq., 16, Ward Street, Glasgow 
| Rowe, J., Esq., 65, 7 igh street, M: arylebone 
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Reekie, W., Esq., 56, Oxford Street, London, W. 
Rogers, H. G., Esq., 170, Brompton Road, S.W. 


Singleton, H., Esq., 6, Florence Terrace, Ealing 
Shave, Prof. E.S., Royal Veterinary College, London 
Shaw, H. K., Esq., Northcote Road, Stoke Newington 
Smith, W. C. M., Esq., Newry 

Sinclair, J. H., Esq., Portal Inspector’s Office, Cork 
Simonds, Professor J. B., J.P., Ryde, Isle of Wight 
Sewell, Ed., Esq., 38, Thurloe Place, South Kensington 
Slocock, Syd. H., Esq., Hounslow 

Smith, James, Esq., Huntingdon 

Sarlby, M., Esq., Brighton 

Stephenson, Clement, Esq., Newcastle 

Smart, W. W., Esq., Rose Villa, Sutton, Cheshire 
Sessions, Harold, Esq., Goldsmid Road, Brighton 
Sumner, H., Esq., Liverpool 

Sheriff, W., Esq., Melbourne, near Derby 

Stainton, A., Esq., jun., Montpellier House, Hornsey Rise 
Tutt, J. B., Esq., 55, Southgate Street, Winchester 
Thompson, J , Esq., Aberdeen 

Tuson, W. V., Esq., Leominster 

Tennant, R C., Esq., Windsor 

Thompson, H., Esq., Aspatria 

Thompson, J. A., Esq., Lurgan, Ireland 

Vincent, P., Esq., Grays, Essex 

Vaughan, Professor, Doncaster 

Wartnaby, G., Esq., Burton-on-Trent 

Wallis, F. M., Esq., Halstead, Essex 

Whitlamsmith, H. H., Esq., 46, Lewisham High Rd.,S.E. 
Wilson, W., Ksq., Berkhampstead 

Woolston, P. C., Esq., 20, John Street, Bedford 

West, E. A., Esq., 102, Drayton Gardens, London, W. 
Woodger, J., Esq., Chiswick 

Walpole, F. O. L., Esq., Royal Vety. College, London 
Wragg, F. W., Esq., 17, Church Lane, Whitechapel, E. 
Wheatley, A., Esq., Reading 

Wilkie, H. C., Esq., Chatteris, Cambs 

Young, J., Esq., Braintree, Essex 








THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND. 


A meeting was held at the Hamman Hotel, on Thurs- 
day the 25th inst. Mr John Freeman, F.R.C.V.S., occu- 
pied the chair, Mr. A. Watson, M.R.C.V.S., acting as 
secretary. There was a large and representative atten- 
dance of the members of the profession from all parts of 
Ireland. After a lengthened discussion on the position 
occupied by veterinary inspectors under the Local 
Government Bill, a Defence Committee was formed, 
who were authorised to seek the opinion of council as_ to 
the best possible means to adopt to secure the best terms 
under this Act. The members present urged the necess- 
ity of this action, as they felt that the boards of guardians 
do not esteem in a proper way the services rendered by 
them in the eradication of disease, and the more particu- 
larly from a public health point of view. 

AnDREW Watson, M.R.C.V.S., hon. sec. 








THE EASTERN COUNTIES VETERINARY 
MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting was held on Tuesday, March 8th, 
at the Royal Hotel, Norwich, and very well attended. 
The president (Mr. Richard Howard, of Thetford) occu- 
pied the chair, and among those present were :—-Messrs. 
G. C. Hunting (Stalham), T. Barcham (Paston), P. 
Turner ([xworth), J. Hammond (Bale), J. D. Overed 


] 


(Blofield), T. E. Auger (Wymondham), E. Case (Fakep- 


ham), F. Wragg, E. Kitchen (London), F. B. O. Taylo, 
Roots, W., Esq., Winchester St., Boro’ Market, London | (Weston), 8. Smith (Lowestoft), H. Roberts (Diss), J. K. 


| 








Gooch (Holt), J. Pollock (Norwich), and Shipley, sen, 
and W. Shipley, jun. (Yarmouth). Letters of regret at 
inability to attend were received from Prof. Penberthy. 
Prof. McFadyean, Sir Henry Simpson, Messrs. Santy, 
Leech, Hurrell, and Morton Wallis 

On the motion of Mr. Kitchen, seconded by Mr. 
Smith, the minutes of the last meeting were taken as 
read and adopted. ; 

ACCOUNTS. . 

The Hon. Sec. (Mr. W. Shipley, jun.) presented the 
accounts for the past year, which was commenced with 
a balance at bankers of £34 10s. 6d. Fifty-five mem- 
bers subscription at 10s. 6d., with one that was in arrear 
paid up, made the total receipts £63 18s. 6d. On the 
expenses side were a subscription of £5 5s. to the Essex 
Relief Fund, another of £2 2s. to the Agricultural Bene- 
volent Association, £1 1s. 8d. for a memorial wreathi, 
delegate’s expenses to Leeds £3, expenses of meetings 
at Norwich and Yarmouth £7 11s., printing, postages, 
etc., £3 8s. 3d., and repairs to instruments 15s. 10d, 
making, with a balance at bankers of £40 14s. 9d., a 
total of £63 18s. 6d. 

The PREstmDENT said there was a very good balance, 
and that was a great thing in their favour. 

Mr. KitcHEN moved the adoption of these accounts. 
Mr. 8. Smith seconded, and this was carried. 


ELECTION AND NOMINATION FOR MEMBERSHIP. 


The Hon. Sec. proposed the election of Mr. Scales 
M.R.C.V.S. (Ipswich), as a new member. Mr. Wragg 
seconded, and this was carried. 

The Hon. Sec. nominated for election at the next 
meeting Mr. J. B. Young (Braintree). Mr. P. Turner 
seconded, and this was accepted. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The PRrEsIDENT said that they had approached Mr. 
J. K. Gooch with a view to his taking the presidency 
for the ensuing year, and he was pleased to state that 
he would accept the office. (Applause.) 

Mr. T. E. AuGer said he had much pleasure in pro- 
posing the election of Mr. Gooch, who, he was sure, 
would make a very good president. (Hear, hear.) Mr. 
S. Smith seconded. 

Mr. KircHeN, in supporting the nomination, said Mr. 
Gooch was an old friend of his, and he would be pleased 
to see him in the chair, but he was under the impression 
Mr. Wragg was to take it. 

Mr. Goocn said he would much rather Mr. Wragg 
took the chair, and he would be glad if someone would 
propose Mr. Wragg. 

Mr. Wrace said he would give way to Mr. Gooch this 
year. He had only just come out of office in another 
society, and he thought he ought to have a years rest. 

Mr. Kircnuen: Then I have very great pleasure 10 


supporting Mr. Gooch. ; “| 
The resolution was put and carried unanimously ami 
applause. 


The PresipENT-ELEcT said he had to thank the mem- 


| bers for electing him as their president. In accepting office 
| he felt that he would be following in the footsteps © 


f very 
it that he 
ion ot thie 
am hat 


many eminent men, and they might rely upon 
would do his best to maintain the reputat 
Society. He was exceedingly sorry that a telegr 
just been put in his hands calling him away to an urgen! 
parturition case. He only wished the mare could have 
een brought there, so that Mr. Pollock could have 
practically demonstrated the utility of his new instru 
ments. 


— ° ° a lS 1, 
The retiring president was, in accordance with custo 
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on the proposal of the Hon. Sec., elected a vice- 


president. ; 

The PRESIDENT said his year in the chair had been 
very pleasurable. As a vice-president he should be 
glad to do anything he could to forward the interests of 
the Association. 

The Hon. Sec. also proposed as another vice-president 
Mr. Leacu (Newmarket), stating that he was a prospec- 
tive president. Mr. Kitchen seconded, and this was 


carried. 


» 


Mr. Wragg moved the re-election of Mr. T. E. Aucrer 
as vice-president. Mr. Gooch seconded, and this was 
agreed to, 

The Hon. Sec. proposed the re-election of the com- 
mittee, consisting of Messrs. F. Low, J. D. Overed, S. 
Smith, and J. Pollock. Mr. Auger seconded, and the 
resolution was adopted. 

Mr. S. Smith proposed the re-election of the auditors, 
Mr. P. TURNER ([xworth) and Mr. F. M. WALLis (Chelms- 
ford). Mr. Gooch seconded, and this was agreed to. 


NEW SECRETARY. 


The PRESIDENT said he was very sorry indeed that 
they had received the resignation of their hon. sec. For 
several years he had worked hard for the Society, and 


and brought it to a high standard. Perhaps the reason | 


for his resigning was that he had had plenty of hard 
work to do and got tired of it. He had kept up the 
Society well, and they all regretted his resignation. 
(Hear, hear.) As one of the oldest members, he must 
take that opportunity of tendering their thanks for all 
the good service he had rendered. He had had a year’s 
office as president, but little or nothing to do because 
Mr. Shipley had done it all, and done it thoroughly and 


that amount and only required their attendance for 
three days in the year, it was well worth their while. 
He would support a new secretary and do his best to 
assist him, but it was absurd for an Association of that 
kind to think it could not keep going without one man 
as secretary. ‘They ought to try and tind another secte- 
tary. That was one reason why he wished to resign 
and though he liked the work and had done his best, he 
wished them to get another secretary. 

Mr. Goocn said that as Mr. Shipley had definitely 
declined to continue the secretaryship of the Society, he 
had very great pleasure in proposing his friend, Mr. 
Taylor. He was a young member, a hard-working, 
painstaking man, and would make a good secretary if 
he accepted the office. 

Mr. SHIPLEY said he had the greatest pleasure in 
seconding Mr. Taylor, whom he knew well, and he would 
be happy to do anything he could to help him in the 
work. He would find that the Association was now in 





good working order. 
The resolution was carried unanimously. 
mm . . . 
Mr. TayLor said he was grateful to the proposer and 


seconder for nominating him to the secretaryship, but 


there were members far more capable than he. How 
ever, if it was their wish he would accept the office, and 








Mr. Shipley having promised to help him, his task would 
be rendered light. If they could find no one better 
he would be pleased to try and do what he could. (Ap 
plause.) 

The PresmpEnt said Mr. Taylor was just the right 
age, there was plenty of work in him, and he would 
make an excellent secretary. Mr. Shipley would help 
him in his first year, and that would start him in his 
arduous duties. 

Mr. Surpwey said he would like to propose that a 


well, too. (Applause.) He had been a capital adjutant. | grant of £10 be made to their Secretary to defray any 
Applications had been made to three or four other mem- | out of pocket expenses to which he might be put. A 
bers to take the position, but they had all declined. It | man who was secretary had to attend different meetings 


was an honorary office ; it meant a good deal of clerical 
work, time, and expense, and he would suggest that it 


would be better for their next secretary to have his | 
expenses paid, or made some allowance for out-of-pocket | 
expenses. This might be a better arrangement both for | 
the secretary and the Society. 

| 


Mr. WrAGG said he quite agreed with the principle of 
payment of expenses. No secretary should be out of | 
pocket by his work. The Society could afford it, and it | 
should be done. 

Mr. KiTcHEN proposed that the old Secretary be re- | 
appointed, because they could not get a better one. | 
(Hear, hear.) It was the unanimous wish of the Society | 
that Mr. Shipley should remain in office. (Applause.) | 

Mr. Goocn seconded with great pleasure. Mr. Shipley 
knew the working of the Society so well, that his coming 
presidency would be a much lighter task than if a new | 
secretary were appointed. 

Mr. Wrace said he would support this proposal. | 

Mr. SHIPLEY said he had great pleasure in rising to | 
— the proposal. (Laughter.) He was very much | 
obliged for the kind things said about him, and he was | 
glad they appreciated what he had done. He had tried | 
tomake the Society a success, and he believed it was | 
more or less a success, but he had had enough of it, and 
It was time someone else had a go at it. There were 
Plenty of young members of the Society who could do | 
the work better than he could. He could not improve 
the Society any more, and had come to the end of his 
tether. Therefore, someone else should take it. He) 
absolutely declined to continue to be secretary, but he | 
Would still be happy to forward the interests of the | 
Society, It might be difficult, but if they made a young | 
veterinary surgeon secretary, and at the end of the year 
made him a present of £10, he might regard the Society 
a8 a good client If they had a client who paid them 











and go to other places, so that to keep in touch with 
other associations he was out of pocket unless such a 
grant was made. 

Mr. Wrace thought as the expenses might exceed 
£10 it would be better not to state the amount. 

Mr. Surpwey said that £10 would probably cover the 
expenses. He had goue up to London to attend meet 
ings, not so much for his own benefit as to keep himself 
in touch with people. He used to see some with refer 
ence to reading papers, or to keep their Society in close 
touch with other Associations. It was a difficult thing 
to know how to charge such expenses, but if a man had 
a gratuity of £10 he could spend it in improving the 
position of the Society. A secretary often received 
invitations to attend the meetings of other societies, 
some of which were a long distance away. He did not 
go so much for himself as to represent bis Society. If 
he had the money in hand he would go, and do good to 
his Society and help to link the two together. It was of 
no use trying to carry on the Eastern Counties Society 
unless they were in touch with all the others. He 
should move that the new Secretary be instructed to 
charge all his out of pocket expenses during the year, 
and at the end of one or two years they should come to 
some satisfactory decision, and perhaps the secretary 
could then suggest something himself. 

Mr. J. D. Overep said he thought it would be more 
acceptable to Mr. Taylor to receive the appointment 
under those conditions. The Society would be in a 
better position becanse they would know they were do 
ing justice to their Secretary. He therefore seconded 
Mr. Shipley’s proposal. 

This was then put to the meeting and carried. 

Mr. KitcHEN proposed the election of Mr. W. Shipley, 


Jun., as hon. treasurer. 


Mr. OvVERED seconéed. 
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The resolution was passed, and Mr. Shipley said he 
would accept the oftice. 


AGRICULTURAL BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. 


The PRESIDENT said it had been the custom to contri- 
bute two or three guineas a year to this excellent asso- 
ciation, and that had given them the opportunity of 
assisting some poor old farmer in need of help at the 
latter part of his life. 

Mr. J. D. OveERED moved that the subscription be 
continued. Mr. Case seconded. 

Mr. SHrp.ey said that originally the subscription was 
two guineas, but once when they were “flush” they 
raised it to three guineas. Probably two guineas would 
be sufficient. It entitled them to four votes. The resolu- 
tion was carried. 

Mr. TuRNER asked that the votes might be given to 
Mr. John Mayhew, who years ago farmed in Norfolk and 
Suffolk. His wife got in last year, and this year he was 
a candidate. He had done a lot for agriculture in various 
ways and the case was a most deserving one. He moved 
accordingly. 

Mr. Smiru, who seconded, said Mayhew had lived in 
his district for years. He was an excellent employer, 
and a first rate judge of stock, having acted at many 
shows. The proposal was adopted. 


CouncIL ELECTION. 


Mr. SHipLey said that in placing the Council election 
upon the agenda he had make a mistake. He was 
under the impression that their representative, Mr. 
Bower, came out this year, and he seemed to be of the 
same opinion too. They had for the past few years com- 
bined with other assuciations in supporting candidates, 
and he wrote on the subject to the secretary of the 
Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association, who replied 
that Mr. Bower's name did not appear in the list of 
those who retired, and that therefore he probably did not 
come out till next year. However, Mr. Shipley sugges- 
ted that asa matter of preparation the committee should 
be empowered to carry out any arrangement they 
thought fit. Unless they did this it would be necessary 
to call a special meeting. 

Mr. Wraaa said that they had one candidate, and the 
question was whether they should run another. Mr. 
Bower, he was clear, did not come out till next year. As 
they would want to get him in then, he suggested that 
this year they should amalgamate with the associations 
with which they combined, the Lancashire, the York- 
shire, and the Midland who each had a candidate. Com- 
bining with them would mean their help next year, and 
they ought to keep Mr. Bower in, as he was a very fine 
man to have on the Council. 

Mr. SHIpLey said that combination was necessary be- 
cause running a candidate by a single society cost about 
£10, whereas by combining the cost to each society only 
ran about £2 or £2 10s, 

Mr. OvERED moved that asa matter of self-protection 
they support the candidates this year of the three socie- 
ties named. Mr. Kitchen seconded, and this was 
carried. 


RESIGNATIONS. 


Mr. SuHip.ey read a letter from Mr. H. G. Westgate, 





ing from a very painful disease and compelled to give y 
practice, consequently he resigned his membership. 

These resignations were received with regret. 

Next MEETING. 

Mr. SHIPLEY proposed that the next meeting be held 
at Colchester, in accordance with the understanding 
arrived at last year at the Yarmouth meeting. He ex- 
plained that the winter meeting had not been held; it 
being found impossible to arrange it fory various 
reasons. 

Mr. TURNER seconded, and this was carried; the meet 


ing to take place in the last week of June. 


MorvraLity oF MAREs. 

The PRESIDENT said that Mr. Gooch had left a small 
bottle containing some minute worms from which he 
had had four or five mares die lately. He sent them up 
to Prof. McFadyean, who wrote as follows . 

“The worms are sexually immature forms of either 
the strongylus tetracunthus or strongylus armatus, these 


species being with difticulty distinguished at this stage. 
| These two parasites, separately or in combination, are 
at the present time causing many deaths among horses. 


When the opportunity presents itself, | shall be glad if 
you will pick me out a number of adult worms from the 
dung, and send them to me in a small quantity of | per 


| cent. carbolic solution.” 





Socrety’s INSTRUMENTS. 


Mr. SHIPLEY said that now -he had resigned the 
secretariat should the instruments be kept elsewhere’ 
Should he hand them over to the new secretary ? 

Mr. Smiryu moved that they be kept at Yarmouth by 
Mr. Shipley as hitherto. 

Mr. PoLiock said that in fairness to the individuai 
whom they deputed to keep the instruments clean, he 
must compliment him on having so admirably kept 
them. They had never once been sent to him ina 
condition reflecting discredit upon the keeper, and as 
some time since they agreed to pay this individual an 
allowance for his work, this should be done. He had 
not seen the item mentioned in their accounts. Then 
he found the carriage of the instruments each time he 
wanted them cost him Is. 10d. each way. Such a charge 
must add to country practitioners expenses considerably, 
and on that ground, if Mr. Shipley did not object, he 
would propose that they be removed to some more con- 
venient centre, Norwich, for instance. 

Mr. Surptey said he wondered whether the tovth 
instruments cculd not be split up. The case was now 4 
very large one, and the number of instruments in It 
made it weigh about half-a-hundredweight. They could 
split up the case so as to have one box for the tooth ex- 


tractor and one for the clipper. 


who was in practice at Attleborough, and now at Droit- | 


wich, that having joined the Midland Association he 
desired to resign. Another letter was received from Mr. 
Daniel G. Hunting, of Loddon, in which he stated that 
having belonged to the society since its inception he 
must now resign, being compelled to do so by his failing 
health. ; ; 

Mr. SHiptey explained that Mr. Hunting was suffer- 


The PRESIDENT said that the shears were most often 
used. 

Mr. Wracc, amid laughter, suggested that London 
was a very central place. 

Mr. SHIPLEY said that the cost of carriage to the 
outlying districts would be just the same from Norwich 
as Yarmouth. To divide the case would reduce the cost 
of carriage. _ 

Mr. OveRED moved that the question of providing 
for the division of the instruments be taken into practl 
cal consideration Then, when a member wanted a cer’ 
tain instrument he could send for it, and the whole lot 
need not be sent to him. Distance was not so much all 
expense as weight, and once they were put on the tral! 
the rate was about the same. Mr. Pollock seconded, 
and the resolution was carried. 

Mr. SHIPLEY said the instruments were in very sre! 
request, and hardly ever at home. They were always 
being used. 
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OBSTETRICAL SURGERY. 
By J. Pottock, F.R.C.V.S., Norwich. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I need not say that 
the subject I have selected for consideration to-day is 
one of great importance to us as veterinary surgeons, 
and one which I fear has not received all the attention 
it deserves. 

When our president asked me to give a paper, he 
named this subject as one likely to be of interest to prac- 
titioners in the Eastern Counties. I trust this may 
prove to be the case. 

At the outset 1. might ask myself the question, What 
are the essentials of a good obstetrical surgeon? and, in 
reply, I would say the principal requirements are mani- 
pulative dexterity, sound judgment, and a good muscle. 
[am afraid that in some cases sound judgment gives 
place to determination and temper, as I have known of 
cases Where the operator has fastened the mare’s head 
toa pillar and the foetus by pulley-blocks to a post, and 
by brute force dragged the foal away, with the result 
that the uterus was ruptured, rectum torn, and bladder 
injured—this triumph of skill soon found its completion 
in the patient’s death. Doubtless you will agree with 
me when I say that such treatment is neither scientific 
nor humane. Has the time not come when we should 
look for something better than the meagre satisfaction 
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| foetus, as the case may be. 


springing from the fact that we have delivered the mare | 


or cow, as the case may be, after several hours hard 


exertion. only to find her sinking when the operation is | 


over. I trust that something may be said in my paper 
to provoke discussion, which will tend to benefit our- 
selves and others, so that by our united efforts it may 
be our privilege to impart to the veterinary world fresh 


thoughts, fresh ideas, fresh conclusions as to what may | 


be accomplished by surgical skill, trained muscles, and 
new instruments for the relief and mitigation of pain to 
suffering animals. With this object in view, | place 
before you the result of my experience on the subject. 

In the brief period at my disposal it will be impossible 
for me to deal with all the mal-presentations, maternal 
and feetal, ‘which are met with in practice. I must 
leave it to another speaker to deal with the maternal 
difficulties arising from scirrhous os, tumours, abnormali- 
ties of the pelvis, and many monstrosities, as we shall 
find enough matter to engage our attention for the time 
being in the consideration of various forms of fcetal 
dystukia which I shall put before you. 

For some time we, as a profession, have not advanced 
many new views as to the best methods of operating, 
nor have we introduced many instruments to help us 
out of our difticulties. I shall venture to-day to submit 
for your inspection and opinion a collection of new in 
struments which I trust may be of some benefit to the 
profession, knowing at the same time it is one thing to 
make instruments and another thing to use them. It 
will also be my privilege to bring before you new 
methods of operating. Without further preface may | 
introduce the instruments which will be spoken of later 
in my paper; [ shall explain their mechanism, and | 
trust that their utility will be apparent. 

It might not be out of place to show you first of all 
the obstetrical instruments whish I have used for some 
years with varying amount of success. They consist of 
one principal steel rod with handle at one end and a 
screw at the other. To this screw I fasten as required 
sharp or blunt hooks, straight porte cord, curved porte 
cord, subcutaneous spatula, jointed hook, spring hook, 
or bone saw, etc. You will observe that I have also a 


number of short hooks, blunt and sharp, and a variety 
of embryotomy knives, some of which you may consider 
more 


ornamental than useful. These instruments 





‘held while the screwing process is going on. 
/ecraseur can be used in two ways. 


| other being attached to a fixed point. 
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| 
doubtless you all possess in a more or less modified form. 
| now wish more particularly to direct your attention 
to a variety of instruments which | have invented. | 
am sorry that I have not been able to place them before 
you in a complete form, as the time at my disposal has 
been limited since J promised to give the paper, yet | 
trust they are sulticiently developed to give you an idea 
as to the purpose I have in view of their manufacture. 
lam much indebted to Mr. Huish, Fisher Street, Lon 
don, for having executed my orders with such despatch 
that I have been able to put them before you to-day, 
No. [. may in future be known as the Porte Spring 
Band. Hitherto we have been in the habit of passing 
cords round the limb in the following manner : coiling 
the end of traction cord into one hand and passing it 
round the part we intend to encircle. In doing this we 
often experience great ditliculty. By the aid of these 
spring bands we can pass a rope round any part much 
more easily ; they are so flexible that they may be drawn 
into a straight line. When attempting tc pass the 
spring :—(1) Attach your traction cord to one end of 
band bya spring hook ;(2) pull the spring into a straight 
line and pass the arm into the vagina passage ; (3) put 
the inner end of the spring against the part we intend 
to encircle, and by gentle forward movement the spring 
will recoil and encompass the limb, neck, or body of 
The spring can then be 
withdrawn by the end that was first passed in, and by 
the act of withdrawing the band we draw round the 
traction cord. Without the aid of this spring band we 
would experience great difficulty in using No, Ll. in 


| strument. 


No. LL., powerful Keraseur with cross handle, to be 
This 
The chain can be 
drawn in by both ends at once, or by one end only, the 
The latter move 
ment brings the saw or serrated edge of chain into full 
play ; with this ecraseur it is possible to remove a limb 
at any part. To place the chain in position it will be 
necessary (1) to use the spring band; (2) draw in a 


cord attached to band ; (3) attach the end of the cord 
| to chain. 


Having placed the chain round limb, neck, or 
body of fvetus, fasten the chain ends to ecraseur. The 
handle can then be turned, and the part will be severed. 
No. IIL., Double Barrelled Kecraseur. This instru 
ment can be made lighter than the other on account of 
its mechanism. It has a triple action. (1) Both ends 
of chain may be drawn in by the screw of the long 
barrel. (2) One end of chain may be attached to screw 
of short barrel, making it a fixed point, while the other 
end is attached to and drawn in by the screw of long 
barrel. When moving the handle of this ecraseur, the 
short barrel screw can be connected or disconnected at 
will to the handle movement. If disconnected and the 
handle is turned to tighten the chain, you produce 
action (No. 2) by drawing the chain in by one end only. 
When we have made the chain so tight that to put 
extra pressure on would simply mean snapping it, we 
bring action (No. 3) into play by connecting short barrel 
by means of a'small clutch and pinion wheel. We then 
find that by turning the handle, the chain is drawn in 
by the screw of one barrel, while it is let out with the 
same rapidity by the other. By this arrangement we 
can produce perfect saw action round the parts. It is 
my intention to make this ecraseur a compound instru 
ment by fixing on the end of the long barrel a serrated 
embryotom and a guillotine; these additions will be 
found useful in cases of amputation, ete. I may add 
that the embryotom and the guillotine will also be 
manfactured as independent instruments. 
No. LV. is a compound instrument fitted with Kar 
Forceps, Nose Forceps, and two sizes of sharp hooks. 
The ends of the forceps are opened and closed by means 
of a cone attached to a screw at one end, and to a rod 
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with a universal joint at the other. This instrument 
can be opened or closed at any angle on account of its 
mobile joint. 

No. V. Obstetrical Harpoon. This will be found of 
service when we have a case in which we can only touch, 
but cannot handle, any part of the foetus. The foetus is 
pierced in the most convenient spot of thorax or abdo- 
men ; as soon as the head of the harpoon passes into the 
thoracic or abdominal cavity of the foetus, the arms of 
harpoon by virtue of a spring arrangement fly open. 
We can then draw the foetus to the pelvis. In further 
manipulation the handle or rod of this harpoon may 
obstruct our movements, so I have arranged that this 
handle can be unscrewed and removed; by this un- 
screwing it becomes disconnected, leaving the harpoon 
head inside the foetus whilst the handle is withdrawn. 
But I wish to call your attention to this point specially, 
that although I have withdrawn the handle, I still hold 
the foetus fast by a cord which passed up the centre of 
the tubular handle and was fastened to the head of the 
harpoon. 

No. VI. is the Guillotine, which consists of a tubular 


handle and a steel rod passing down its interio This | 
rod is moved out and in by means of a screw. The | 


cutting knives stand at right angles at the end of the 
rod. One knife is attached to the inner rod, and the | 
other to the outer tube. The knives pass each other | 


like a pair of scissor blades, and are sufficiently strong | 
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to stand the strain of forcibly cutting through a bone or 


joint. 

I might name several additional instruments which}! 
purpose at some future time to place before you, but as 
they are still iz embryo, it would be well not to give 
them a premature birth, so I shall content myself with 
the few that I have had the pleasure of showing and ex- 
plaining to you. 

[ trust I have now made clear the mechanism of each 
instrument ; it remains to explain more fully their uses. 
In order to do so I have prepared a few diagrams which 
will illustrate more clearly than words the position ot 
the foetus in the uterus. We shall hurriedly look at a 
few of the more simple presentations and gradually lead 
up to those which tax our best powers. 

The drawings before you represent the presentations 
to which I shall refer. 

Before speaking of the mal-presentations represented 
in drawings, a word regarding natural labour may be 
acceptable. Normal labour is frequently accomplished 
without aid, and the results are often satisfactory. But 
there are exceptions to this rule, and not unfrequently 
unfavourable results follow want of attention to animals 
at the parturition period. Owners of animals would 
therefore be wise to exercise precaution and ensure cate 
ful watching during this critical time. When we ' 
member the rapidity which characterises the birth 0 
the foal owing to labour being violent, and other phy- 
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siological causes, we can readily see that serious acci- 
dents and even fatal results frequently follow on un- 
attended and unassisted cases. One or two illustrations 
will suffice to show the necessity of watchfulness. Last 
foaling season I was called to see a valuable mare which 
had given birth toa large foal during the night. On 
enquiry I learned that she had foaled when no one was 
near her. She presented serious symptoms of internal 
injury and died in an hour. Post-mortem revealed a 
large rupture in the bowel, produced by protracted 
labour and over-straining. Another case, somewhat 
similar, came to my notice. The mare was neglected, 
labour came on, one limb of foal was displaced, she 
strained so violently that rectum was ruptured and 
bowel protruded to the extent that it trailed on the 
ground. All this resulted from slight displacement of 
limb and want of attention. 

Looking at the drawings before you No. 1. is perhaps 
the easiest presentation we have to deal with in practice, 
as one limb only is retained. I have never known a foul 
to be born in this position. It might be possible if foal 
or calf be small and the pelvic capacity large. The only 
rational procedure would be to get limb up. This can 
generally be accomplished by simply cording the limb, 
and having recourse to retropulsion whilst the limb is 
drawn upward and outward. In placing cord on the leg 
that is retained, advantage might be taken of any benefit 
arising trom the use of the spring band. 

No 2, as a rule, is much more difficult to deal with. If 
the head is not protruding from the vulva, no time 
should be lost in getting up limbs in manner indicated 
in last figure. Should the head be protruding, as a rule 
it will be found necessary to decapitate. The operator 
must remember to leave the skin that has been dissected 
from the skull so as to cover the bones. When head is 
removed, retropulsion should be practised and limbs 
secured and drawn up ; here again the spring bands will 
be of service. 

Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6 show us a variety of positions in which 
we find the head and neck. In No. 3, if the foal is alive, 
greater care will be necessary so as not to injureit. | 
therefore suggest the use of the ear forceps with universal 
jeint. You will be able to secureiy fasten on the ear, 
and by exerting retropulsion on the limbs and traction 
on the ear, the crown of head will be raised above brim 
of pelvis. Cord may now be put on under jaw and trac- 
tion applied to it ; head will be brought into position in 
vagina passage, when delivery can be effected. 

No. 4 shows us lateral deviation. This presentation, 
asarule, gives great difficulty owing to length of foal’s 
neck, the head can scarcely be touched. If possible get 
hold of head ; the ear forceps will be of advantage in | 
this case, or the sharp hooks may be fastened with same 
instrument and applied to ridge of neck, when traction 
can be carried out and the head brought within touch. 
But I wish you to imagine it an impossible task to bring 

ead into position. I would then suggest that cervical 
section be resorted to. Pass one of the spring bands 
round the neck, and proceed to adjust the ecraseur 
chain, tighten, and by saw chain cut neck through, lay 
hold of cut end of neck and drag neck and head out, 
when we will find all difficulty removed. 

No. 5 shows us the head thrown completely back and 
unreachable. It may be found necessary to remove one 

ore limb, then by use of the ear forceps or hooks in the 
same instrument, the neck and head may be brought 
Into position. As tothe best method of removing the 
lore limb, I would suggest that the small pulley blocks 
€ used ; cord the pastern and draw the limb straight 
and rigid by the blocks, cut deeply the muscles attach- 
ing limb to trunk, then cut the skin in a straight line 
own the inner side or front of leg, dissect skin from 
pastern, by thus holding limb tight and getting assis 
tance to pull the dissected skin also tight, it will be | 
easy to pass the subcutaneous spatula, and soon the | 
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whole skin will be detached from limb. A little pulley 
traction can now be exerted and complete evulsion of 
limb will result. The neck can now be more easily got 
at, either for the purpose of pulling head into position, 
or to practise cervical section by ecraseur, as in 
No. 4. 

In No. 6, as a rule, delivery can only be effected by 
performing embryotomy. Remove one lung in manner 
previously indicated, pass spring band, draw chain 
around neck close to withers. Sever the neck as in 
manner already explained, draw ont head and neck, and 
then delivery will be easy. 

No. 7 presents all the extremities in the passage. If 
possible the hind limbs should be returned well into the 
uterus, but care is necessary or the womb may be 
seriously injured by the hind feet when traction is ap- 
plied to the front limbs. It might be possible to remove 
front limbs, and then apply version and take foal away 
asa breach. | have known such cases being successfully 
dealt with in the following manner: traction was ap- 
plied to front limbs, whilst the hind were repelled. The 
body of foal was cut in two as far back as possible, the 
lumbar portion of trunk was then pushed forward into 


uterus, hind legs drawn out and delivery effected. Inall 


cases where transverse section is adopted | would advise 
the use of the ecraseur. 

Nos. 8and 9 are perhaps amongst our most difficult 
cases, especially if encountered in a large mare. Let us 
imagine for brevity’s sake that there is no possible 
chance of getting limbs into position, then embryotomy 
must be performed. To do this without fresh instru- 
ments is next to an impossible task, but I venture to 
predict success if the ecraseur is used. I have tested it 
and found it capable of removing a hind limb com- 
pletely and with comparative ease. Granted you have 
decided to remove hind limb at hip joint, pass spring 
band under the pubis of foal, bring it up over the front 
of stifle, place the chain in position, attach it to ecraseur, 
put the gate of ecraseur as near the pubis of foal as 
possible, the chain to be placed up over the head of 
femur the chain will then force the femur out 
of the acetabulum. When this is accomplished 
the operator will have to decide whether he can now 
draw the foal away or whether it will be necessary to 
perform a similar operation on the other limb. I believe 


| it will also be possible to remove a hind limb with the 


embryotom by placing one cutter in anus of foal, cutting 
through the pubis, then directing it through the hip 
muscles ete., but | cannot speak with such certainty, 7 
this instrument, as | can about the ecraseur, which | 
have proved by experiment to be safe and certain. 

As in No. 8 so in No. 9 amputation is frequently 
necessary ; choose the limb and proceed as already des 
cribed. In all such cases where embryotomy is to be 
performed, do it early, don’t first exhaust the mare and 
yourselves, and then fly to such instruments as | suggest. 
| feel sanguine that there is relief for the obstetrical 
surgeon in the use of these instruments or in others that 
yet may be invented «s the outcome of our deliberations 
to-day. 

No 10 may appear to some present an easy task, but | 
can assure you, simple as it may appear, a similar case 
found my friend, Mr Overed, and myself a stiff task for 
several hours last season. | hope, now that we have 
such instruments as the guillotine, embryotom or ec 
raseur to use, we shall experience little difficulty with 
such a case as this. 

No. 11 and 12 are presentations | have repeatedly met 
with, and of all the difficulties in obstetric practice | 
have had to encounter, these have taken the palm. It 


| was impossible to apply version, rotation, or retro 


pulsion ; all one could do was to call in assistance and 


with knife, chisel, and saw perform transverse section as 


[ cou'd report three of such cases which 


best one could. \ 
in one week, mares’ value in the 


occurred in my practice 
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aggregate £600. In each case delivery was completed body of foal. I know of no other means to get chain 
only to be followed by the death of the patient : little | round foal when in this position, than by the aid of the 
reward for such herculean labour. For all such cases in | spring band. Having got chain in position it would be 
future I would recommend passing without delay the | well to determine whether you should make one or two 
spring band, to get line and then chain saw, round the | transverse sections. If possible make two ; bring away 
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first of all the dorsal section, lay hold of one of the other | Mr. SHIPLey said they were all very much obliged to 

rts and bring away in the best manner possible. Cut-| Mr. Pollock for the very great care and thought he had 
ting in two by ecraseur does not leave the bones so | devoted to this matter. It could hardly be appreciated 
ragged as by the old method, so there is not the same! at such notice, and he hoped that they would have a 
danger, although due care must be exercised. I am very | future opportunity of discussing the paper. Several of 
hopeful that the difficulties indicated in drawings 8, 9, 10, the new instruments looked somewhat cumbersome, but 
11, and 12 will in future be surmountable. /no doubt with experience and in course of time they 

No 13 is that condition in which the foal or calf can | would be made more or less useful. One instrument 
only be touched, but not handled. In the past this has | pleased him very much, and that was the spring ring 
been unmanageable so far as my experience has gone. | which he did not recollect having ever seen before. It 
Happily I have not had many cases, but so long as such | was likely to prove very useful in their practice, and he 
exist we must try to meet them. The only method sug- | should take the earliest opportunity of getting some to 
gested tomy mind is that of piercing with harpoon, | try himself. In regard to some of the diagrams shown 
drawing foetus forward, and delivering in manner! he should be careful before he started sawing off with 
indicated by the presentation, whatever that might be. | this ecraseur. In one instance shown the head of the 

In the past I have tried, as doubtless many of you | foal was very much back, and there was no chance of 
have also done, every conceivable method to get at such | getting it up, but putting the spring round they would 
distant lying foals or calves and have failed. I hope} get their chain round and cut the head off. He 
this instrument will commend itself as likely to prove | took it they would cut the head off where they could get 
helpful. | it, but what became of any pieces, when they were 

No. 14 is the last difficulty that I purpose bringing | cutting off a head or leg, which might drop to the bottom 
before you, viz., twisted uterus. It has not been my lot | of the womb? There was a possibility of not getting 
to meet with many cases of the kind. My memory | them again. Older members of the profession would 
takes me back to One I[ had three years ago in a powerful | remember a case in Kent, the Partridge case, in which 
mare I tried rotation of the mare’s body, in the manner | a man took off a portion of a foetus. Part was left be 
taught so clearly by Dr. Fleming in his valuable work | hind and could not be got, and the mare died. One of 
on obstetrics. After fully testing this method I gave it | the principal things impressed upon him when younger, 
up in disgust, and shot the mare. This method might | especially by his father, was never to attempt to cut off 
have been successful in a case of partial torsion, but | any part of a body until you have secured it first. That 
when I made post-mortem I discovered complete twist of | seemed to be the difficulty of cutting off a piece here 
the uterus. I also discovered that the foal’s head and | and there with these instruments. So far as the other 
one fore leg had passed through the uterus into abdomi- | operations mentioned are concerned, they seem to be 
nal cavity. This lesson is so fixed on my mind that [| feasible. Once or twice Mr. Pollock talked about push- 
would be loth to try rotation again for complete! ing parts back. He had always found it very difficult 
torsion. /and troublesome, and when there was a limb in the way 


Since reading the paper so ably written some time ago | he generally took it off. When they were called to very 


by Professor Macqueen on Abdominal Surgery, I have | serious cases it would be very advisable if, immediately 
formed the opinion that the only rational method of | they recognised the seriousness of the case, instead of 
treatment in complete torsion is laparotomy. I believe | slaving away for two or three hours they obtained assist- 
success would follow if performed with such surgical | ance from some brother practitioner, so that they were not 


care as that indicated by the Professor. I feel inclined | exhausted before another man appeared upon the scene. 


to try that method in my next case. As to chloroform, he considered that they should not 
It goes without saying that preservation of the mother | hesitate to chloroform any animal upon which they had 
is the principal object we should seek to attain, so in all | to operate. So far as twisted uterus was concerned the 
dystokia cases we should first of all make careful exami-| diagram showed a very serious case, and he did not 
nation. Be certain of the presentation to be dealt with, | know that he had ever come across such a case of what 
come to a positive decision as to the best way out of the | he would call total twist of the neck of the uterus. 
difficulty, and with skill, caution, and perseverence carry | Occasionally he had come across a partially twisted 
out our designs. | uterus, and he found that if they were careful in getting 
In bringing my remarks to a close, let me add that to | limbs in position and the foetus in position, slowly, by 
be successful obstetrical surgeons we must carry out and | pressure the uterus was got Into Its Own position, and 
enforce strict hygienic rules. The most skilful opera- 'the twist become untwisted. Perhaps, however, he 
tion may fail if we neglect this important point. Such | should hardly offer advice to members who had far more 
cases as septicaemia, septic laminitis, and many cases of | experience than he, but in cases of this kind the best 
metritis, would, in my opinion, be warded off, were we | policy was first to” ascertain what was the real state of 
to practise thorough antiseptic irrigation. I strongly | affairs, to keep cool, to form a plan of action, and make 
lieve in cleansing the uterus out repeatedly if neces- | up their mind how they would deliver the foetus. As to 
sary. slaving away for five or six hours over a bad_ case, in 
You have now before you some of my thoughts on| which the snimal would probably die in the end, and so 
this subject, and I trust that matter for discussion has | knocking one’s self up, it would be far better to Imme- 
een offered. It only remains for me to thank you for | diately get some brother vet. to lend a little help rather 
giving me this opportunity of expressing my views as to | than wearying themselves in a heavy task single handed, 
ow dystokia cases may be grappled with in the near | and probably kill their patient as well. Sometimes they 
future. tried to deliver foetuses from patients when they knew 
If the outcome of this meeting result in the duties of | that only by 2 miracle would the patients survive the 
my professional brethren being made easier, with a/ results of operation. | = 
tger percentage of success, and less suffering for the; Mr. Roperrs, referring to one diagram in W hich the 
tients, I shall feel rewarded for the time spent in | head ot the foal lay a long way back, asked Mr. Pollock 
ringing this subject before you. what his procedure would be if the head was still further 
back. He was called out a fortnight since to a case of 
similar presentation, one of the hind feet protruding. 
He pushed back one of the hind limbs, and then found 
that he was little for’'arder. He had to give it up after 
suggesting that a seccnd opinion be called in before it 





The PrEsipENT said Mr. Pollock had given them a 
very instructive paper, and shown them some magnifi- 
cent appliances to save them difficulty in foaling trou- 
bles. In these new inventions there seemed to be a 
number of ideas that would be very useful to them. 
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was too late. His colleague was called in, and the mare 
was destroyed, when the back part of the head of the 
foal was found pressed against the haunch and groin, 
and deformed. It was a tremendous foal and a small 
mare, and an almost impossible case. 

Mr. OvVERED said they were all indebted to Mr. Pol- 
lock for time and trouble and expense he had been at to 
give them instruction. Of all the subjects that could 
‘be brought before a veterinary medical society none 
was of greater importance. Although they were only 


on the threshold of information they desired, he hoped 


they might have further information when Mr. Pollock 
had perfected the instruments he had brought before 
them. It seemed a very formidable array to use, but he 
could see there were several that might be made use of 
with great advantage. Any one who had been in prac- 


tice for a number of years had met with the cases Mr.: 


Pollock had described, and while they were well acquain- 
ted with the difficulties that are to be met with they 
were not so well acquainted with the method of over- 
coming them. Mr. Pollock referred to one or two cases 
in which he was present with him and rendered valuable 
assistance. One case at Mr. Whiley’s, Plumstead House, 
occupied them jointly for four hours. It was a most 
difficult case, and the only one in which, when he called 
in a second practitioner to help him, he had a recovery. 


Mr. Kitchen, Mr. Shipley, and others had very kindly | 


assisted him on different occasion, but that was the only 
ase in which he had a recovery. There was such exten- 


sive sloughing from within and without the genital | 


organs that he thought it utterly impossible to get a good 
recovery ; but after some weeks a healthy action set in, 
happily for their own credit’s sake as well as for their 
employer, and the mare was still a valuable animal. 
Then he was called to another case in which he had 
great difficulty in delivery, with eversion of the bladder 
immediately afterwards. That was a very serious com- 
plication indeed, and he anticipated the death of the 
patient. He returned the bladder, the natural function 
was taken on, and the mare at once made an absolute 
recovery. He had another case at the same place, and 
fortunately that also recovered. Mr. Pollock cited some 
peculiar cases in his practice in which the bowels of the 
foetus protruded from the vulva. He had had one or 
two cases of the kind. He was fetched to a cow at Sal- 
house which he was told was losing its inside-—the 
bowels hanging from her. She was expected to calve, and 
the owner anticipated she would be dead before he got 
there. He found it was the bowel of the foetus. That 
was removed and also the foetus, and the cow did well. 
Mr. Santy was in a case at Surlingham with him in 
which there was complete eversion of the calf. It was 
turned completely inside out. The outside skin of the 
animal was inverted and the inside of the calf with al! 
its contents was outside. Not only so, the calf was mal- 
formed, and one would have thought it never could 
have been delivered, but it was, and ultimately the cow 
did well. With regard to twisted uterus, he was doubt- 
ful of the advice they were often receiving from very 
high authorities to turn the animal over. He had tried 
this method but with no success. Where there was only 
a partial twist, so that they could get their hand or arm 
in through the os uteri into the womb they still had 
considerable difficulty in delivering the patient. He had 
had cases of the kind and succeeded. It showed the 
value of perseverance, even when at first sight the diffi- 
culties seemed insurmountable. As to twins, more than 
20 years ago a large occupier who was practically ac- 
quainted with the management of cows and delivered a 
great many himself, sent for him, and he had found that 
he had got two single legs of two calves at which he had 
been pulling and could not deliver the cow. He told 
the employer that if he had been called in before he 
might have saved the calves, but he had been trying to 
deliver them both at one time. Then he adjusted the 


calves and delivered them. They were two splendid 
calves, but both dead. That showed the necessity of 
being careful in taking a single leg of two calves when 
they might be got one atatime. The presentation of 
the buttocks of a foal was one of their most difficult 
cases, and Mr. Pollock’s instruments, especially the saw, 
should be very useful. It was difficult to decide whether 
to get the hind legs up and so amputate them, or deliver 
without. In either case they more frequently failed than 
succeeded. These were casesin which the sawshould prove 
advantageous. One thing Mr. Pollock omitted, injdealing 
with the instruments. He found it very useful to have 
a powerful hook in cases of breech presentations. It 
was inserted into the rectum, and passed on over the 
pelvis of the foal. That was a most valuable method 
of delivery. Mr. Pollock’s instruments could also be 





used with great advantage where they had transverse 
presentation of a foal or calf. The spring rings he had 
introduced would be most valuable, for they often tried 
and tried their very utmost to pass a cord under a cer- 
tain leg or part of the foetus and utterly failed. It 
really seemed that there was no space whatever, not the 
thickness of a penny piece, to get anything through, and 
these springs were just the thing to overcome this diff- 
culty. In regard to cases of presentation of the head 





and forelegs, or one or two hind legs, he unfortunately 

had two cases last year in one week. He was called to 
| two mares in labour and when he arrived there was par- 
‘tial delivery, in both cases the forelegs and head just 
delivered. Half-a-dozen men had been using their best 
'endeavours to get the foetus away, but an examination 
| proved that there was a hind leg in the passage, and the 
| violence they had used had ruptured the vagina. He 
| got them away, but the mares died in four hours. Where 
| they got a hind and two forelegs presented, if there was 
| a moderate amount of room they could push the fcetus 
' back ; by holding fast to the hind legs they could deliver 
| the foal hind part first. He much preferred having the 
forelegs to the three. One thing seemed to have escaped 
Mr. Pollock’s notice, and that was the retention of the 
foetus after the normal period of uterine gestation, of 
which two cases came under his notice recently. A cow 
belonging to a client of his was covered, and covered 
only once, which he believed to be perfectly correct. 
When she should have been delivered she showed a 
little swelling of the udder, and of the vulva, anda 
little dropping of the muscles each side of the tail. Her 
owner imagined she was certainly going to calve, but 
she did not. She was in perfect health, and at last he 
concluded she was not in calf and determined to fat her. 
Exactly six months after the period of gestation, fifteen 
months after she was bulled, bs was sent for and found 
her in labour, and that there was a mummified foetus In- 
| side the womb. He could not feel the head or any other 
| part, but by perseverance he got it away and the cow 
did well. Last year he was called to a mare taken with 
giiping pains from enteritis, and very bad indeed. It 
was three months before she was due to foal, and she 
got over it. He directed that the mare was to be 
watched and, when at the place later, was told she was 
going on well, at work, and so on. She did not foal at 
the time she was due but twelve months, a fortnight, and 
three days from the time she was last covered, he was 
sent for and told that the mare was straining as though 
she would strain her inside out. When he got there he 
found her in labour. On examining the mare he foun 
there was nothing to be felt of the soft parts. They 
had all gone, and there was nothing but a skeleton 1D 
side of her. Without exaggeration he should think he 
removed that skeleton in not less than fifty pieces. The 
mare was a powerful one, and her throes were very 
great. He was afraid the ribs of the foetus would per- 
forate the uterus, but they got it away, cleansed the 
uterus, and the mare never refused a bran mash after: 
wards. She went to work ina fortnight, and there s#¢ 
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was still. There were many times that they were called | working of horses in a certain way. and that they should 
in when their efforts proved failures, but sometimes they | allow us to mallein their horses.’ provided that we did 
could learn as much from them as from their successes. | not destroy them. 

They were useful in teaching them what they had not| If M. Noecard is right in his theory, and from what we 
learned by their successes, and even where they were not | learn through authorities in London, it is very much 
successful their work should be such that it could not be | approved of by the veterinary world. and we may think 
laid to their charge that they had neglected their that instead of its being a detective of glanders only, it 


patients. _| 18 curative as well. We think that we, as local authority, 
The discussion was then adjourned, on the motion of | should have provided in the order power to make bye- 
the Hon. Sec., and the annual dinner followed. laws ourselves whereby we can treat those cases as cura 


Wo. SHIPLey, JuN., Hon. Sec. | tive ; that is, where you apply the test, and the horse 
——— ---— — reacted, we should isolate him in a stable and keep him 
a marked horse, but allow him to work as before, and 
EXTRACTS AND NOTES after he had been retested once or twice and he continued 
" to react, then kill him ; but if not, then to treat him as a 
’ Ses good horse. Wethink there would be no opposition of 
the owner to treat the horse in this way, and we are 
GLANDERS IN GLASGOW AND LANARKSHIRE. | €X¢eedingly anxious that the local authority should have 
| this particular power. We wish, as far as possible, to: 
Deputation received by the Right HonouraB_e W. | have the horse owners along with us. 
H. Lone, M.P., President of the Board of Agriculture, Bailie CutsoLm : Ido not wish to follow up my col- 
ke., &e., &e., from the CoRPORATION OF GLASGOW and | leagues with regard to the circumstances which have 
the County CounciL of LANARKSHIRE led us to approach the Board. You are quite satistied 
The President was accompanied by Mr. T. H. Elliott, | that the prevalence of glanders is so great and import- 
C.B., Secretary to the Board ; Major Tennant, Assistant | ant as to warrant us taking whatever steps we have in 
Secretary; Mr. W. Duguid, Assistant Veterinary Offi- | order to meet and cope with the position. | will deal 
cr; Mr. F. A. Jones, Assistant Legal Adviser to | just in a few minutes with what it is we are coming to 
Board ; Mr. A. W. Ansthruther, Private Secretary. the Board to ask for. In the first instance we desire the 
Bailie STEVENSON : You know, Sir, that glanders has | Board to consider the propriety of giving the power to 
been very much worse in Glasgow lately than it has been | licence stables on lines somewhat corresponding to those 
for some time past. You will see from the returns that | which we have at present powers to make for the regula- 
the maximum has been reached in 1897, and one half of | ting of the occupation of byres. We feel that the better 
those returned in the year 1897 were killed after apply- | and more healthy conditions in which our horses are in 
ing the mallein test. We could only apply the mallein | stables is a very important factor in connection with 
test with the consent of the proprietors of the horses. | this question, and we should like extremely that the 
There was one company which was worse than any | board should consider the propriety of granting the 
cther, and the mallein test was applied to the whole of same powers over stables which are at present exercised 
the horses in that department, and there were more | as to the licensing of byres. Then, in the second place, 
cases there than in any other place. We paid the pro- | we wish power to test with mallein in all the cases in 
prietors one fourth of the value for all those that were | which glanders has not manifested itself by outward 
diseased after the post-mortem examination, and we paid | clinical signs. At present, if a horse shows signs of 
the whole value of the horses that did not show the | glanders and the horse is slaughtered and removed, our 
disease at the valuation that had heen put upon those | power to deal with the horses which remain is absolutely 
horses before they were killed. We had no power to | #/. We cannot touch those horses at present. —Im- 
apply the mallein test, according to the Act of Parlia- | mediately the glandered and slaughtered horse has been 
ment, and we do not think that there is power enough | removed we cannot touch those other horses. ‘The power 
in the Act, and it was only with the concurrence of the | does not exist, and we wish to have powers compulsorily 
owners that we could apply it. Some said, we cannot | to test horses in those stables with mallein. I need not 
allow you to apply the mallein test when you are not | Say anything more as to the importance of this. The 
applying it to the others. Under these circumstances | horses which remain might very easily, and we _ believe 
we are rather powerless in our efforts, and we would | as a matter of fact do, convey the disease, and our lack of 
wish some alteration in the present law. I do not know | power to test them, we believe, is one great reason why, 
what alteration in the law will be needed, but our agent | In spite of all our efforts, the disease continues to exist, 
will show you. We would like our inspector to have | and, indeed, to extend. Then we ask the power to 
the power to separate these horses from the horses that compel the separation of horses which react from those 
0 not answer to the test, and put them in a separate | which do not react. by a recent instruction of the 
building—in a different place, and permit them to work. | Board, a horse which has reacted to mallein is to be 
nless we get more power we fail to see how we are to recorded and dealt with as a suspected horse. That 
do what we want to do, and we are in a worse position means entire and absolute isolation, and indeed, for all 
how than we were formerly. practical purposes, it may be held to mean being 
Bailie M’FARLANE: I should like to add a few words slaughtered. It must he isolated, and I say, that for all 
to what Batlie Stevenson has said, but they will be very practical purposes, Jt means slaughtering. An owner Is 
few indeed, knowing that your time is somewhat | not going to keep a horse in feed and stable it, and 
precious. The application of the mallein test was done attend to it week after week as a suspected horse, and 
with the consent of the owners, and whenever the mallein have no possibility either of selling it or taking work out 
test reacted, the horses were killed. We had a notifi- | of it. You will observe, | think, that their instruction 
Cation from the Board of Agriculture to the effect that has aggravated our difficulty, because we have been, as 
the Board considered that any horse that reacted to the Bailie McFarlane has said, trying to deal with aaa oO 
nallein test should be destroyed, and so we had to kill get them voluntarily to submit the horses to the ma ein 
them. Our idea was that we had got authority from | test, and so long as this was a mere pov nenpeispae spe 
the Board of Agriculture to try to remedy this evil by | ment, and we had no power to do eoriing Se eal wit 
the application of the mallein test. We have gone into | them as suspected horses, by yrs meets 
‘l. Nocard’s theory of the curative principles of mallein, isolating them, the own2rs were more OF — — ros T nd 
and we thought that with the assistance of the Board, | our negotiations with them. but 7 t vd me with 9 
we might get the owners of horses to agree to the | fear lest, if the horse does react, it is to be deait with a 
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a suspected horse, and they decline to accede to our | horses that react certainly are affected by glanders. 
voluntary arrangement, and consequently our hands | What we really want is compulsory powers for the appli- 
have not been strengthened by this recent instruction of | cation of the mallein test and also powers to license 
the Buard in regard to this voluntary deating. | stables. 
We wish to deal with them as horses under supervision. a aa 
We wish to have power so that they may not be sold, REPLY. 
and that they be open to supervision and to inspection, The Presipent: Gentlemen, [ can assure both Sj) 
and to retest them at given seasons, and if the disease David Buchanan, who spoke for the County of Lanark, 
finally disappears, then, of course, they will be restored | and the several gentlemen who spoke on behalf of the 
tu the rank of a perfectly free horse. We believe that City of Glasgow, that we are greatly impressedwith the 
under an arrangement such as this we would be acting | importance of the views and the suggestions which you 
not only in the interests of the community in stamping | have put |)2fore us, and we also fully appreciate the 
out the disease, but in the interests of the owners and | views that you hold, whether rightly or wrongly, are the 
in the interests of the authority. result of s »me considerable practical experience, and not 
As to the appointment of an Inspector who is to devote | theories which have no foundation at all. But I think 
his whole time and attention to the duties required by | you willagree with me, that, in the first place, supposing 
the local authority, a suggestion made by the Glasgow | it were desirable to make those changes, supposing we 
‘Cartage Contractors Association, I have no hesitation in | are prepired to admit that it is desirable to make those 
saying that we have appointed as our inspectorthe highest | changes, it is obvious that changes of so far reaching a 
veterinary authority in the West of Scotland. He hasbeen | character could not be made applicable to only one or 
our inspector [ cannot tell how long—some 30 years, and | two local authorities. It is quite clear that if we are 
possibly more—and during that entire time he has given | satistied—if we can satisfy ourselves that the time has 
the utmost satisfaction to the local authority, and so far | come to alter the powers possessed by local authorities 
as we are aware the utmost satisfaction to the public, | for dealing with this disease of glanders, we could not 
and the utmost satisfaction to private owners. I frankly | do so only with reference to one corporation or one 
admit that should the situation become vacant the | county authority, but the change would have to be made 
position would be reviewed, but meanwhile we are not | applicable to all local authorities. I think you will also 
aware of the remotest shadow of a reason for our dealing | admit that this deputation itself in pressing upon me the 
with the question. desirability of a change in the law has afforded some 
In regard to the compensation to owners of horses | proof of the fact that there is not yet a common ground 
which have shown clinical signs, in all such cases we | of agreement as to what is really the foundation upon 
think only one-fourth of the value should be given. We! which your proposal rests, that is to say, the newly 
submit that if our present application is granted, and | acquired knowledge as to the powers of mallein and the 
we have powers to deal with horses which re-act to the | results of its use. It was impressed upon us by the 
mallein test on the lines that I have indicated, there | earliest speakers to-day that Professor Nocard’s theory 
would be no necessity for this. that mallein was not only a preventive but a curative was 
Sir Davin BucHaNnaNn: As chairman of the executive | one in which they believed, and that therefore this 
committee of the county of Lanark, I wish to bring the | theory had produced in reality another kind of suspected 
matter before you, as it has been talked over by the | animal which they desired to treat in a different way, 
county. Ido not wish to enter into all the details which | believing that by so doing, with proper safeguards, they 
have been gone into at the present moment in the matter, | would be able to cure the animal and restore it to a state 
but I would refer you to the letter of the 21st January, | of perfect health forall purposes. On the other hand, 
1898, which was written by the county to you on the, Sir David Buchanan, who has had a very large experi- 
subject. The tirst clause in that letter is: “In the case ence, does not take that view, and he is inclined to think 
of outbreaks of glanders the local authorities should that the curative powers are not fully established. \ 
have power to apply the mallein test to horses in the | suggestion has been also made to us that we should 
same stable as a diseased horse and to treat as suspected | institute an inquiry. I am bound to say I have not 
animals horses which would re-act with the test.” We / gathered from the papers which I have read, that there 
have gone thoroughly into this matter, and we find that | was the smallest intention on behalf of those who repre- 
our powers are not sufficient at the present moment. | sent the Cartage Conference to cast any reflection what- 
The second paragraph of the letter says : “ That the local | ever upon the distinguished gentleman who acts in the 
authority shall have power to prohibit or regulate the | capacity of Veterinary Officer to the local authority, 
movement of animals into or out of the stable where a/| and who is also the Board’s Inspector at Glasgow, Pro- 
diseased animal has been. At present the power of | fessor M’Call. Iam confident that what has been said 
local authorities ceases when the diseased animal is | here by one or two speakers, notably by Bailie Chisholm, 
slaughtered and the stable is cleansed.” Then the third | with regard to Professor M’Call’s position in the Veter! 
point, which [ think is the most essential in the whole | nary world, would be thoroughly endorsed and re-echoed 
matter. is that the stable should be licensed and regis- | here by all of us who know something of his work, and 
tered on the lines analogous to those applicable to cow- | neither here nor on the part of those who approach us 
sheds and byres. It has been stated by the Glasgow | could there be the smallest desire to cast any reflection 
authorities that the mallein test will cure. That I do/| upon him, or upon the way in which he has discharge 
not believe. When it comes to an acute form of glanders, | his responsible duties with so much distinction to hin- 
I think nothing will cure it, and the only way to cure | self and benefit to the City of Glasgow when acting as 
the horse is to kill it. Where horses are in an acute | your Veterinary officer. But, I imagine, that what these 
state of glanders, and where the mallein test is applied, | gentlemen want to lay before us is a view which is, alter 
and it has reacted, and found to a certain extent to be | all, very widely held in these days, namely, that it s 
infected internally, to tell me that after several appli- | desirable in great communities like Glasgow—greal 
cations of the mallein test it can be cured, and never get | centres of population—that the officer who 1s called 
the disease at all again, is to me a new theory, and [| upon to discharge the very responsible duty of acting 
cannot agree with it. We have recently applied the | the technical adviser of the local authority, should be a2 





re of 


mallein test in our county to 126 horses; 117 reacted, | officer who devotes his whole time to the discharg 
and upon post-mortem examination they were found to | his duties, and has nothing else to interfer 
be affected. We paid compensation under the present | While I entirely accept the position as laid 
Order, and I think myself, as far as I see, that all those | speakers here to-day, that there is no ground, no J 
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cation for the interference with an officer in the position 
occupied by Professor M’Call, yet, at the same time, | 
hailed with satisfaction what fell from Bailie Chisolm 
when he said if the post were vacant the matter would 
at all events be re-considered from the newer standpoint. 


I am sure that all sanitary authorities, to whatever | 


branch of sanitary science they belong, will agree that 
that is one of the lessons which we have learnt in the 
Nineteenth Century, namely, the immense desirability 
in the interests of the health of the whole community, 
whether of the higher or the lower animals, that there 
shall be a complete devotion of time to the duties which 


fall now in such increasing proportions upon people who | 


occupy those positions. 
Well, gentlemen, you have laid some very interesting 
facts before me. I can onlv tell you that what you have 
stated shall be very carefully considered both by my 
technical advisers and by myself. You have noted the | 
suggestions I kave already thrown out, which would 
point in the direction of further consideration, and it | 
would be manifestly impossible for the Board to make up 
its mind on a question of this kind at this moment, 
because we have only a short time ago instituted experi- 
ments of our own with regard to the use of the mallein 
test in order that we may satisfy ourselves in a practical 
and satisfactory manner as to what is the trustworthy 
view to be held on the subject of mallein. When we 
are fortified with the knowledge which will be gained by 
these experiments, as I hope we shall be before very 
long, then we shall be in a much better position to decide 
whether the use of this mallein in its extended form. 
which is, after all, the main foundation for the claim of 
alteration in your powers, is sufficiently firmly established 
to justify us in accepting it as principle that cannot be 
contested. The changes that vou ask for are very far 
reaching. You ask for power to apply the mallein test 
to horses without the consent of the owners, and to 
apply it to animals which are perfectly healthy. I do 
not say that it is wrong, and that it may not be neces- 
sary in the public interest, but it is manifestly a con 
siderable interference with the rights of property. 
Further, you desire that all stables should be registered | 
and subject to inspection. That is again a new departure 
of asomewhat serious kind. I do not refer to the first | 
proposal, because that practically rests on the question | 
of the extended use of mallein. ‘There are no doubt 
figures to show that there is a case demanding the care- 
ful consideration of ycurselves, the responsible local 
authorities, and also of this Board, whose main duty it 
is to assist local authorities in every way in which they 
can to check, and, if possible, exterminate disease. No 
doubt the facts are such as to justify your presence here 
to-day. While we are carrying on these experiments of 
our own in order to gain the further knowledge that we 
require, | can assure you that I will give in conjunction 
with those who advise me, who are experts on this sub 
ject, the most careful consideration to the recommen 
dations you have made : and it is quite possible that one 
result of your visit to me, and the views you have put 
before me with such conciseness and ability, may be to 
express an opinion either in support or in opposition to 
the views which you have laid before me, to enable 
the Board from their wider and more general standpoint 
to decide, after hearing from all parts of the country 
and not only from the experience of a particular local 
authority. Therefore, I hope you will not consider it 
Unreasonable on my part, or showing an indication of 
any want of interest in the case that you have laid before 
me, if | am allowed to content myself with assuring you 
that I shall give the most careful consideration to the 
views which you have with so much clearness and ability 
laid before me. 
Bailie CutsHoim : Sir, on behalf of the Deputation, 
beg to thank you for the extreme kindness with which 
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| you have received us. We recognise perfectly well that 

| there are difficulties in the way, but we feel satistied 

' that you have, with ourselves, a strong desire to ex 

| terminate this disease, and we feel satistied that good 

results will flow from this deputation. ° 
The deputation then withdrew. 


' 
| 


ACTION FOR LIBEL BY A MEDICAL, 
INSPECTOR OF CATTLE. 


The editor of Thi Bangkok Times has forwarded SOT 


| copies of the paper containing an account of an action 


for libel, the particulars of which, he suggests, may 
luterest stock owners in England. The action was 
brought by Dr. Nightingale, medical officer of the Local 
Government Board in Siam, against Mr. Charles Thorne. 
editor and proprietor of The Bangkok Times, who had 
published in the paper certain articles under the head- 
ing “Cattle Inspection, our Meat Supply and Bullock 
Traders.” The alleged libel is contained in the following 
passages : . 

(«) “Owing to the fact that there is no qualified man 
in Bangkok whose opinion the Singapore authorities can 
rely upon, they are unable to re-open the Siamese cattle 
export trade to Singapore, as they can get no reliable in 
formation as to the prevalence of cattle disease in Siam :” 
meaning thereby that the plaintiff is not qualitied to in 


spect cattle, and that his opinion on the question of 


cattle disease cannot be relied on by the Singapore 
authorities, and that any information already sent by 
the plaintiff on the subject of cattle disease in Siam has 
not been reliable. 

(4) “ And with a qualified veterinary officer as bullock 
and meat inspector there would be no complaints which 
at present exist :” meaning thereby that at the present 
time, when the plaintiff is carrying on the work of cattle 
inspection, complaints have arisen owing to his incom 
petence or unfitness, 

(c) “The Indian bullock traders who pay periodical 
visits to this office could not claim, as they now do, that 
their healthy cattle are condemned ;” meaning thereby 
that the plaintiff isan incompetent and incapable officer, 
and that his incompetence and incapacity are so great 
that he has condemned healthy cattle, to the loss of the 
traders, 

(/) “ We are actually treating the efficient inspection 
and control of our daily food supply as a matter of little 
or no importance ;” meaning thereby that the inspection 
and control of the meat supply of Bangkok, which in 
spection and control is in the hands of the plaintiff, is 
not carried out by the plaintiff in an efficient manner, 
and that, by reason of such inefficiency of the plaintiff, 
the health of the public of Bangkok is jeopardised. 

The hearing of the case occupied several days, and_ it 
was pointed out that there was no imputation upon Dr, 
Nightingale as medicz. officer of health, the contention 
being that he was nov qualified to act as a veterinary 
Inspector. It appeared in evidence that Dr. Nightingale 
had condemned cattle as suffering from foot-and-mouth 
disease and also from rinderpest, and that he had caused 
the slaughter of a large number of cattle, which had 
been shot. A large number ot witnesses were examined 
on both sides, but the facts remained substantially as 
stated, and the defendant’s counsel contented himself 
with arguing that it was not libellous for the editor of a 
paper to criticise the actions of a public man. At the 
conelusion of the case the jury were unable to agree, but, 
on being sent back to consider the matter further, they 
gave a majority verdict for the defendant. The Field 
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DETERMINATION OF SEX. 





It has been claimed—-we put it in this’ way advisedly, 
for we do not fancy that he made the claim himself— 
that Dr. Schenck could enable a man and woman to 
have a child of whichever sex was preferred, and his 
“method” was said to lie in some particular way of 
feeding the woman. In the Furmer and Stock Breeder 
for February 14th—appropriately enough the day of St. 
Valentine—is a long article by Mr. C. I’. Fields Clarke. 
He claims to be able to regulate the sex of offspring and 
his method and rule are most simple. Here they are. 
Every mammalian female has two ovaries, and as a rule 
mares and cows give off one ovum at every menstruation 
alternately from the right and left ovary. The left 
ovary contains female ova and the right ovary male ova. 
The first ovum given off at puberty is from the right 
ovary and therefore a male, and at each succeeding men- 
struation the sex alters. Therefore, all the breeder has 
to do is to watch carefully for the first menstruation, 
or, to be mure certain, to wait for the first calf or foal. 
Suppose it is a male. If a female is wished for the 
mother must be served at an odd-numbered menstruation 
after the birth—z.e., at the first, third, fifth or seventh. 
If another male is desired, serving must be done at the 
second, fourth, sixth, and soon. Mr. Clarke claims that 
long-continued experiments have convinced him that 
this is one of nature’s unerring laws. We should like 
to know whether he has experimented in the following 
way. Let him take fifty cow calves, from twenty-five of 
these let the r7ght ovary be completely removed. Then 
if his theory be right these calves when of an age to 
have calves of their own will have nothing but cow 
calves, or will not conceive at whatever time they are 
served. From the other twenty-five let the /e/t ovary 
be removed. Conversely these ought to bring forth 
nothing but bull calves. We do not say that Mr. Fields 
Clarke is not correct in his theory, but we cannot agree 
that his evidence is convincing.—7he Lancet. 

Dr. Perey Sharp, First Class Expert British Bee 
keepers’ Association (Brant Broughton) writes :—On 
page 781 of the British Medical Journal oceurs the sen- 
tence, “The effect of feeding upon the sex of bees has 
long been known.” It is now, however, well known 
among those who have given attentlon to the subject 
that feeding has no effect whatever upon the sex of bees ; 
this being determined solely by the kind of egg laid by 
the queen or mother bee. The queen bee is able to lay 
two kinds of eggs only—those which have been fertilised 
and those which have not. The latter invariably pro- 
duce drones or male bees, while the former produce 
either queens—perfect females, or workers—imperfect 
females. This last result is dependent not only upon 
the amount and kind of food given to the larve by the 
nurse bees, but also upon the shape, size, and position of 
the cell in which its larval existence is passed. Feed- 
ing, then—other conditions being suitable—can merely 
alter the degree of development, and not the sex. of the 
insect.— Brit. Med. Journal. 








EXPORT OF DECREPIT HORSES. 


Mr. Walter Long, the President of the Board of Agri- 
culture, received on Tuesday in the Grand Committee 
Room, Westminster Hall, a deputation from the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and from the 
Church Society for the Promotion of Kindness to 
Animals. Mr. Long was accompanied by Mr. A. H. 
Smith, M.P., Sir Jacob Wilson, Mr. Elliott, C.B , Major 
Tennant, Mr. Cope, and Mr. Anstruther. Amongst the 
deputation were the Countess Dowager of Postsmouth, 
Lady Burdett Coutts, Sir Howard and Lady Vincent, 





Sir George and Lady Measom, Mr. Banbury, M.P., Lord 
Robartes, Sir Francis de Winton, Lord Clarendon, Mr, 
H. T. Anstruther, M.P., and Mr. Burdett Coutts, M.P. 
The object of the deputation was to ask the Government 
to take some steps to prevent the cruelties suffered by 
worn-out horses in transit to the Continent. 

Sir Howard Vincent, M.P., said that knackers or their 
agents bought for 60s. or 80s. old and worn-out horses, 
and exported them to Belgium and Holland, nominally 
to be there killed for human food, but realy to be 
worked under cruel conditions. For the three years 
1885, 188, and 1887, 10,296 horses were exported from 
this country to Holland and Belgium, and their average 
value was £43. That was no doubt a perfectly proper 
and legitimate trade ; but in 1895, 1896, and 1897, 
65,079 horses of the average value of £12, were exported 
to those two countries, many being only en route to 
Germany. The price showed that the animals were not 
sold for food, but were poor, worn-out creatures, which 
the English law would not allow to be worked. 

Sir George Measom and Mr. Colam having spoken, 
Lady Burdett Coutts pleaded earnestly for some 
regulations to mitigate the sufferings of these poor 
horses. 

Mr. Long, in reply, said that great force and great 
weight had been given to the arguments and suggestions 
advanced on behalf of the deputation by the simple 
direct eloquence of the distinguished lady who had been 
good enough to speak. He might assure her that the 
association of her name with everything that had been 
connected with the relief of pain and suffering of all 
kinds in this world had given her presence a special 
value : and, if he might be permitted, he would, on be- 
half of his Department, express to her their appreciation 
of the compliment she had paid to them by attending. 
He and his colleagues shared to the full the humane 
sentiments which had prompted the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals to pay so much atten- 
tion to the sufferings to which, unhappily, animals of all 
kinds had been too frequently exposed in days gone by. 
The first proposition advanced by the deputation was 
that, if the trade could be proved to be one resulting 
in great and unavoidable cruelty to animals, then the 
trade ought to be absolutely prohibited. That was a 
proposition which could not be entertained by the 
Government unless supported by absolutely incontest- 
able evidence. He could not believe that in regard to the 
vast majority of the horses which were exported, their 
sufferings were su great or their condition so cruel as to 
make it necessary to put an end to the trade altogether. 
The greater part of the remarks, however, which had 
been addressed to him had been in the direction of such 
alterations in the conditions under which these animals 
were exported as would diminish, if not altogether put 
an end to, the cruelty which now attached to the trade. 
There were three ways in which this could be done. The 
first was by adopting with regard to horses somewhat 
similar procedure to that adopted with regard to the 
carrying of cattle or sheep on the sea. The second was 
to examine the horses at the various ports before goins, 
to ascertain if they were fit to stand the voyage. The 
third was, if the Government had_ not sufficient power 
to deal with the evil, to apply to Parliament for fres 
legislation. In regard to the first, it was asked that 
they should insist upon ships being so constructed 
that they could carry the horses with safety, 
at all events, with a minimum of risk to their limbs —" 
lives. That was really not the policy of the Board wit 
regard to cattleand sheep. Their policy had been, not 
to say, You must build your ship in a particular = 
or, You must have particular fittings, but to examine . ae 
ship on her arrival at our ports, to ascertain what 
been the practical result of her sea voyage, 2nd, if t pl 
were dissatisfied, to take proceedings in one — “s 
another. That policy depended upon the work of deba 
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cation ; and it was obvious that the English Govern- 
ment, being in this case responsible for the port of em- 
barcation, could not adopt a policy of that kind, and that 


that policy must be adopted by the Governments of the | 


countries to which the horses were sent. If his Depart- 
ment could render assistance they would do so most 
readily ; but the most desirable thing for a great society 
like theirs would be to approach the foreign Governments 
and ascertain if it were not possible to impose at the ports 
of debarcation similar restrictions to those imposed at 
British ports upon animals coming from abroad. The 
Netherlands Steamboat Company, which was largely 
engaged in this trade, had assured him that they took all 
possible pains to secure avoidance of cruelty or ill-treat- 
ment ; and he hoped he would be able to take an early 
opportunity of accepting their invitation to go to the 
port and see them when they were embarking horses, 
in order to ascertain whether it might not be possible to 
alter the regulations. It was impossible to effectively 
apply to horses the system of inspection applied to other 
animals at the ports, because horses were dealt with at 
every port in the kingdom, but the animals which were 
under inspection could only be landed at specified ports. 
The third suggestion was that they should apply for 
fresh legislation, but it had not been made clear what 
form that fresh legislation would take unless it was to 
prohibit the trade altogether. It was contrary to the 
practice of Governments to interfere with a trade unless 
it could be clearly shown that that trade was illegitimate 
or resulted in such unavoidable cruelty as to make it 
desirable in the interests of humanity that it should be 
interfered with. He could not help thinking that, with- 
out looking to such extreme remedies as this a great 


deal might be done by the continued action of their | 


society in co-operation with the Board of Agriculture. 

Mr. Bansury, M.P., having thanked Mr. Long for 
the sympathetic tone of his reply, the deputation with- 
drew.— The Times. 


IS VIVISECTION THE WORST CRUELTY? | 


THE VETERI 





NARY RECORD 589 


with nothing less than the total prohibition of the prac- 
| tice of vivisection, and pending such prohibition it con 
| siders that justices oi the peace, members of either House 
of Parliament, and newspaper reporters should at all 
times be admitted into all places where vivisection is 
being practised, that the facts may be known to the 
public.” He commended the operations of the Associa- 
tion under whose auspices they were met, as fulfilling a 
most useful part in supplementing the work of the 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. «Pro 
ceeding to speak of the place occupied by dumb animals 
|in the creation, Mr. Perkins said the same arguments 
that made him look forward with hope toa future for 
| the human race, also gave him hope that heaven would 
not be peopled by human beings alone, but that there 
also they would meet with those humbler brethren of 
theirs, elevated, purified, and ready there as here to add 
to the happiness of human beings. (Applause.) Ad 

dressing himself to the vivisection question, the rey, 
gentleman contended that the results with which it had 
been attended did not justify its continued practice, 
whilst on moral grounds it was absolutely indefensible. 
The resolution was seconded by Mr. Wright. 

Mr.J. Blakeway(vety. surgeon) recommended the Asso 
ciation and kindred organisations to put their resolutions 
and discussions into more practical shape, and come a 
little nearer home with their reforms. He believed acts 
of great cruelty were practised in daily life upon dogs, 
cats, and other domestic animals, and particularly on 
horses belonging tu some of the highest of the land. ‘T'o 
take, as an instance, the carriage-horses they saw in 
New Street, Birmingham. Many of them were reined 





up very high with the bearing-rein, which was distinctly 
uncomfortable to the animals, if not an absolute cruelty. 
Again, ladies thought nothing of driving into town on a 
cold winter’s day, and keeping horses that had been 
clipped and groomed and rugged up standing for hours 
in the cold wind. If it was not cruelty, he did not know 
what was. (Hear, hear.) He believed, too, there was 
great cruelty—more from ignorance than anything else 

in the irregular feeding and watering of domestic 
pets. Horses and cattle, too, suffered frequently from 


| not being properly watered, the result being that they 


The annual meeting of the Midland Association for 
the Promotion of Kindness to Animals was held at the 
Grand Hotel, on Tuesday, March 29th. The Lord Mayor 
had promised to preside, but was unable to fulfil the | 
engagment, and in his absence the chair was taken by | 
Canon Creswell Strange. The audience included a large 
number of ladies. The Chairman read the annual re- 
port, which dealt with the propagandist work which had 
been carried on in connection with the Association. It 
stated that the subject of vivisection continued to engage 
the attention of the committee. Although the Birming- | 
am hospitals and schools were free from vivisection, yet 
the steady rise in the number of licenses yearly issued 
by the Home Office, the reports of recent experiments | 
inthe medical papers, and notably the establishment of | 
4 Pasteur Institute at Chelsea, justified the fear that 
this evil system was on the increase in this country. 

® committee felt that were the Association more 
argely supported its work might be proportionately ex 
tended, and that a system of prizes, similar to that in- | 
stituted in Birmingham by their lamented friend, Miss 
Julia Goddard, might prevent much of the cruelty which 
unhappily was. still frequent among the rural popula- 
tions. The Chairman, having read the report, went on | 
to move its adoption, expressing his sympathy with the 
objects of the Association, and with the humanitarian | 
“ase generally. Mr. J. E. Baker seconded the motion, | 

| 
| 


Which was unanimously carried. Officers were appointed | 

lor the ensuing year, with Lord Leigh at their head as 

president. The Rev. T. Perkins (rector of Turnworth, | 
orset) then moved “That this meeting will be satisfied | 


‘and of danger to the public. 


were unable to digest their food, and serious mischief, 
amounting to cruelty, was the consequence. Another 
practice which had come in with noiseless carriages, 
which fell little short of cruelty, was that of sticking a 
tinkling bell under the horse’s nose to irritate the ani 
mal from morning to night. The weakness of carters 
for loudly cracking their whips close to their horses’ 
heads was another source of discomfort to the horses, 
In regard to vivisection, 
he found himself diametrically opposed to many of the 
remarks of the Rev. T. Perkins. From his own know 

ledge, he really thought it was practically a storm in a 
tea-cup, and he would state positively that vivisection 
did not exist in England at the present time to anything 
like the extent that Lad been represented, Speaking 
for his own profession, he knew that all their patho 

logists who performed vivisection experiments were ex 

tremely careful and cautious, and he might say God 

fearing men, who, he was certain, would not inflict 
unnecessary pain on any animal. The subjects expert 

mented upon were usually put under the influence of an 
anwsthetic, and he might say, moreover, that the 
Covernment certificates empowering a practitioner to 
conduct experiments were exceedingly hard to obtain. 
Furthermore, the benefits derived from vivisection had 
been zonsiderable, and he would only mention Pasteur’s 
prevention of hydrophobia <" No”) matte as i diag 

nostic agent in connection with glanders. Koch’s tuber 

culin, and other things. (“ No.”) He might be fadvancing 
views opposed to those held by some of the ladies and 
gentlemen present, but he kn¢ w they were in accordance 
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with facts. Miss Ashford said she thought they had 
better dispense with facts altogether, and come back to 
principles. What was wrong in principle could not be 
right in practice, and vivisection was distinctly wrong 
in principle. 

The Rev. T. Perkins, in reply to Mr. Blakeway, said 
that Pasteur’s system had, in the opinion of some 
eminent men, increased hydrophobia rather than dimin- 
ished it. Koch’s tuberculin was greeted with great 
enthusiasm at first, but the bubble had burst, and no- 
body would dream of administering it now. Mr. Blake- 
way rejoined that the benefit which had been derived 
from the tuberculin was in diagnosis. Formerly tuber- 
culosis in cattle, which was a very common cause of 
tuberculosis in man, could not be diagnosed, but now it 
could. Hethought that was of great value to humanity. 
—-The resolution was then adopted, and the meeting 
concluded with a vote of thanks to the Rav. T. Perkins. 
—Birmingham Daily Post. 


PLEURO-PNEUMONIA AND GLANDERS. 


As an illustration of straining at a gnat and swallow- 
ing a camel a paragraph from Mr. Walter Long’s reply 
to the Glasgow Corporation is apposite. He said— 
“You ask for power to apply the mallein test to horses 
without the consent of the owners and to apply it to 
animals which are healthy. I do not say that this is 
wrong and that it may not be necessary in the public 
interests, but itis manifestly a considerable interference 
with the rights of property.” This was used as an argu- 
ment against giving power to use mallein in infected 


studs from which glandered horses had been recently | 


removed. 

Mr. Long is President of the Board of Agriculture, 
which body not long since slaughtered a healthy herd of 
cattle because a cow suffering from pleuro-pneumonia 
some sixty miles away was supposed to have once been 
in contact with that herd. About a year ago, on a sus- 
picion of possible contact, over 200 cattle were slaugh- 
tered in Ireland ; and for the last four years for every 
pig found with swine fever at least twenty have been 
killed as possibly infected by contact. 

It is difficult to see how the “rights of property” can 
be infringed by injecting mallein into suspected horses, 
whilst they are protected by slaughtering suspected 
cattle and swine. 

The whole experience of animal diseases gained by 30 
years of legislation proves to demonstration that no con- 
tagious disease can be eradicated so long as only the 
visibly affected are dealt with, and the incontact animals 
allowed to remain and spread the infection. Mallein 
and separation would be effective and save thousands. 


COMPENSATION FOR TUBERCULOSIS. 


From an article in The North British Agriculturist 
we take the following :— 

“On the subject of compensation for tuberculous 
cattle destroyed in the interests of public health, Dr. 
Hope makes the following pointed and weighty re- 
marks :— 

‘There is a wealth of evidence to show that animals 
taken from insanitary cowsheds are those which suffer 
most, while those living in a healthy state are compara- 
tively seldom affected. This has an important bearing 
upon the question of compensation for animals which 
have been seized as tuberculous. The remedy lies 
largely, if not entirely, with the cowkeeper. Let him 
house his animals properly, and there will be very little 








disease. So long as compensation is paid him for losses 
by disease of his own manufacture, he will have no 
interest in incurring expense to remove the causes of 
disease.’ ” 

Dr. Hope should produce some of the evidence which 
shows that tuberculosis is due to insanitary cowsheds, 
As a fact, the town cowkeeper buys tuberculous animals 
from the breeders and the disease spreads, not from 
want of sanitation, but from the facilities of infection 
due to animals standing together. There is noyevidence 
whatever that tuberculosis is more common ‘in an in- 
sanitary shed than in any other. Compensation should 
not be withheld from one man more than another, and 
Dr. Hop: has founded a conclusion upon insufficient 
evidence. From “a wealth of evidence” it cannot be 
difticult to state one concrete case which supports his 
contention. 











Mr. Long on Mallein. 


In the House of Commons on Tuesday Mr. Long, in 
reply to Mr. Kearley, said that he had seen a resolution 
adopted by a meeting of the Central Veterinary Society 
to the effect that the reliability of mallein as a test for 
glanders in horses was thoroughly established, and that 
its use under legal restrictions would expedite and 
cheapen the work of suppressing the disease. Though, 
however, the diagnostic value of that substance was now 
well established, knowledge with regard to its effect on 
healthy horses, and as to its immunising and curative 
properties was, as he was advised, far from being com- 
plete. It would, therefore, be premature to confer fur- 
ther powers on local authorities with respect to its use, 
but the veterinary officers of his department were making 
investigations on the subject, and it would continue to 
engage their attention.— The Live Stock Journal. 


The Woes of a Doctor. 


“ My dear fellow, you have no idea what we have to 
put up with. If I call to see a patient frequently, | am 
trying to run up a bill; if 1 don’t, ‘it’s shameful 
neglect.’ If I manage to get to church, and am called 
out, I hear afterwards ‘ working the Bob Sawyer dodge 
on Sunday, eh, Doctor?” If lamso busy that | cannot 
go, I am sure to be asked ‘ How is it you doctors are all 
Atheists?’ If my wife calls on people it is because she 
is trying to get patients for me ; but if she doesn’t, it is 
because she is too stuck up! If I cure a patient quickly 
—get credit, you say? Oh, dear no ; the patient wasnt 
half as bad as the doctor tried to make out ; but, on the 
other hand, should the case develop serious complica- 
tions, ‘Ah, the doctor never understood the malady.’ If 
I suggest a consultation, it is only because | don’t know 
what is the matter; if I pooh-pooh the idea as uw 
necessary, I am afraid of showing my ignorance. I am 
expected to, so to speak, cast a horoscope on a baby’s 
life, and tell its mother what its ailments will be. If I 
can’t do that, I cannot possibly know anything. I am 
also expected to see all the ‘ ills that flesh is heir to six 
months before they come. I once lost a patient whom I 
treated for influenza, because I did not foretell an 
attack of rheumatic fever which came on three months 
later. In all cases if they get worse the fault lies in the 
medicine ; if they get better, it is the goodness of Prov 
dence. If I send in my bill, they say he is 1n terrible 


hurry for his money ; if I don’t, it is so unbusinesslite 
But we get well paid, do you say? My dear ye 
ale 


ceived payment for one-half I do I should 
shock.”—-Birmingham Daily Mad. 
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CORRESPONDENCE like to see those bye-laws worded so as to express this 
ne meaning. 

How a person starting a new practice in a ~trange 
m | on — —— practitioner is established) can 
se - . yr s P , , P 7 r . 
In the admirable paper on “Soundness in Horses ” | m= eet Say ban pp ty ape! = a 
read by Mr. J. Abson, M.R.C.V.S., before the Lanea- | tivney we do not quite know ; since coder sna am 
shire Veterinary Medical Society on March 3rd, I notice | stances he certainly would have none of 6 i “9 an 
that no mention is made of the trick known as “bishop- | them to. Now what is he to do under such con sition s! 
ing.” No doubt this is because such a fraud would not | We would suggest that he shall send his ¢: d — ee 
deceive a professiunal man, but as it might crop up be- | everybody he chooses in that neizhbourher | t t 
tween the practitioner and the client, who no doubt | personally canvass them. ” ne 


“ BISHOPING.” 


would have previously looked at the animal before hav- | On the other hand it is said “that when a voune ies 
ing him examined, it appears to be a matter worthy of | tuys an old practice he should not send cards to any 
bearing 1n mind, but those on the books of the practice he has purchased. 


From all I can gather this fraud is not nearly so much | We, however, would say, personally canvass all those 
practised as it used to be. Twenty-five or thirty years | whose names are on the books, and send cards ete. to 
ago, particularly in the south of Ireland, there were | everybody in the neighbourhood he chooses The oa 
individuals who had an_ extensive reputation as skilled | vantage then of purchasing an old practice would be the 
artists in the matter. The Cabulee dealers whoannually | privilege of canvassing, and of being introduced by the 
bring large numbers of horses down from Afghanistan | former practitioner or his representatives. 
for sale in India, are adepts at it, and I have frequently Some object to our young members announcing the 
seen cases in the fairs and markets of the Punjab in which | honours they have gained at. collece « we do not, other 
the teeth have been most skilfully manipulated. The | wise what good are they / =" 
Cabulee dealer is quite aware of the uselessness of en- Others object to us using the crest and arms of the 
deavouring to make a very old mouth appear a five-year- | school or college ; we see no valid reason for so doing but 
old ; he contents himself with altering a ten or eleven | rather the opposite. It distinguishes us from the regis 
into a seven-year-old. | tered man just as much as the letters F. or MARLC.VS 

I trust any of your readers who have experience of | but no other letters should be tolerated. not even the L, 
this matter will give the profession the benefit of it | I. or G. at the end. 


4 


through the medium of your columns.— Yours, etc., We also belong to those who think horse shoeing has 
Vet.-Major JosHua A. Nunn, A.V.D. not advanced far enough at present for the horse’s wel 

——_—— fare to dispense with the supervision of the veterinary 

RUPTURE OF FLEXOR, ETC. surgeon, and 7s no disgrace to him to conduct a forge in 


connection with his practice ; in fact it is sometimes a 
great advantage, at others not ; but this can very well 
be left to the veterinary surgeon’s own discretion. 
Hlorse dealing is decidedly questionable, because it 
takes a very goo’ man to keep out of the many tempta- 


Dear Sir, i: 

In reply to Mr. Place’s criticism of my surgical opera- 
tion published in 7’he Veterinary Record of week before 
last, I feel tolerably well convinced that he labours | 
under a delusion respecting the value of a good cab horse. | egg 
If he has had much to do with the despised cabber he tons connected with it, although we must confess there 
must have seen that it costs in very many cases con- Is nothing tra dig In It or anything else, veterinary 
siderably over £40 to get one fit for the work (including | rae included, sO long as It Is honourably con 
purchase money of course). Let Mr. Place go into | ‘ ‘Althe as = 
figures, equations, or whatever he likes in these cases | *\lOU8i as a he Sa) — a a Seg: sey etl 
and he will not have a wink of sleep for a fortnight | IU¢tte can never be mace universal by bye-laws,” still 
afterwards. In my operation I say that the 44 months | ‘© 9 — Registration Committee can vastly a 
could have been reduced to three months had extreme | }YOVe 1 by enquiring into individual cases when reported. 
measures been taken at first. However, the mare is a Another thing, it would give them something to do, and 

‘ ‘ c « ob. , / < er Fh S " d >pnarvatic (' 1 » w 
trump, she works as long as I want her, good paced, | -- a Be of our energetic ( ouncilne ‘ busy. ~ 
_ tempered, earns her keep anda little to spare. Her | a prenee  toe gpo a lormet pup “ an neg ol 
ate driver would forfeit his six-year-old unblemished | 22 ¢ Practitioner starts practice in the sume piace, 


. °” ° c ine * eourse is sacher’s or master’s fees. 

mare for her to-morrow if he had the chance.—I remain, | knowing, of course, his old teacher's or master’s 

sir, yours etc | prices of drugs, and clients, and canvasses amongst them 
’ « . 


| (or gets someone else to do so) offering similar lotions, 
balls, ete. at /ower prices! Would our Registration 
Committee consider such conduct disgraceful? We 


CHas. PEIRCE. 


DISGRACEFUL CONDUCT AND doubt whether they would trouble about such paltry 
ADVERTISING. personal affairs, still we venture to think they ought, i 
Dear Sir, they wish to uphold the dignity of the profession and 








Your editorial in No. 506, p. 537, came rather asa} keep up its prestige. Since few things tend to lower it 
surprise to us. If your .nterpretation of bye-laws 113 | more in local places except, perhaps, a practitioner 
and 114 is correct, they should at once be altered, so as to | stooping to accept a gratuity for giving a ‘sound 
express that meaning. So far as we are able to under- | certificate falsely, which our present committee seems to 
stand them no “specific form of advertisement” is pro ignore. — | _ 
vided for, as you suggest. That is exactly what the bye- | There is another form of advertising hich some might 
law should do, and the Council should give us some idea | object to, viz., that of being interviewed by the press and 
of the forms of advertisement they object to, and those | the result published with the photograph of the prac 
they do not, otherwise the bye-laws can, will, and have | titioner, as we find is done, only this week in The Ca - 
een simply used to annoy and tyrannise our members, of Mareh 20th. However, we see no Objection to such 
and answer no good purpose. | interviews, but rather the opposite, it reflects great 

Ve are, however, pleased to learn that you consider | credit on our profession when any of its members gio 
we may show our medicinal preparations to the public, distinguished as to be considered worthy of such an 
and supply ow own clients with the price we will accept | honour. We should like to see many more of these 
in exchange for them, without doing anything wrong | Interviews by the press with some of our best members, 
according to our bye-laws 113 and 114, but we should ' upon the various subject; connected with our work ; for 
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6. To start practice in opposition to a former teacher 
or master without his consent, especially if it had been 
managed by any underhanded tricky manner, or to evade 
any former agreement. 

7. To obtain a friend to canvass another practitioner's 
clients in his favour. 

8. To break any mutual agreement between two or 
more practitioners respecting the price that any parti- 


we are sure the information so imparted would be of im- 
mense value to the stuckowner, and at the same time be 
a means of teaching the public some of the benefits and 
claims of the properly trained veterinary surgeon as 
compared with the uneducated Quack, which at present 
few seem to recognise. 

We append a few of the honourable and some of the 
dishonounable acts, as a start to a definition and amic- 
able settlement of this vexed but important question. | cular contract, etc., should be done for. 

We must not forget that advertising will be done—as it 9. To add L.E. or G. to the M.R.C.V.S., or to add the 
is in other professions— whether we try to stop it or not ; | initial letters of any Veterinary Medical Society to 
and medicines will be vended—as they always have been | which he may belong. 

—so long as the public demand them, and these will 10. To frequent low-class publichouses, billigrd-rooms, 
never prevent us reaching our proper position in Society, | etc., in c mpany with gentlemen’s servants, etc. 

nor advancing our knowledge ; neither have they ever 11. To use large, flaring type. highly coloured vulgar, 
done so in the past. | boasting, or untruthful labels. 

: P 13. To use preparations of unknown composition in 
It is HonouraBLE Conpuct— the treatment of cases under his care. 

1. To send cards with name, profession, and address, 14. To give a percentage off an account to a groom or 
etc., to anybody and everybody in the district we prac- | other menial, or to promise it. 


tice in. | 15. To give testimonials to any person for any medi- 
2. ‘To send a price list of medicinal preparations kept | cine or proprietary article they sell. 

ready for emergent cases. 16. To meet a registered or non-registered practitioner 
3. To even advertise them in a local paper, although | in consultation, except in the capacity of a nurse—par- 

perhaps not “ good taste,” a few if any ever do it. ticularly in a neighbouring practitioner's locality. 
4. To keep a shop for the sale of medicines in con- 17. To keep a non-qualified assistant (except, perhaps, 


nection with a practice, and exhibit them in a window, | those already in existence). 
case, or any other place to show the public that they| 18. To allow a non-qualified person to perform an 


can obtain them. operation or prescribe medicines for any animal. 

5. To keep a forge—or any other business—so long as 19. To place a card or any professional announcement 
they are conducted honourably. in a publichouse. 

6. To adhere to recognised minimum scale of charges| 20. To prescribe in agricultural papers for cases that 
for all ordinary services rendered, and medicines sold | the prescriber has never seen. 
when fixed by the profession or even the locality. 21. To place name, address, or anything of the kind 

7. To publish that the practitioner has gained prizes | on anybody’s premises not used as a branch, or recog- 
and other honours during his pupilage or afterwards. nised place of calling. 

8. To use the arms or crest of the college, or even of | 22. To try and obtain another practitioner's client 
the school. when sent there—by an insurance company—to examine 


9. To use labels with name, use, and directions, as | their animals. 
well as name and address of veterinary surgeon, and 23. To obtain a partnership with another in an under- 
crest of college if thought fit. handed or surreptitious manner or under false pretences. 
10. To denounce any dealer or other person when they 24. Not to act up to contract with an employer, part- 
hear them saying anything derogatory of a brother prac- | ner, or client. 


titioner (unless it is the truth). 25. To offer to take a contract lower than the present 
11. To advertise special skill. holder of it. 
12. To exhibit name, profession, address, and hours of 26. To get convicted of a fraudulent transaction in 
visiting on any recognised place of calling (branch busi- | any court of law. 
ness place). 27. To hang a flaring sign out over the door similar to 
17. To canvass personally or otherwise any person | a public house signboard. 
whose name is on the books of a practice recently pur- 28. To purloin or steal any article, book, or instrument. 
chased. 29. To give false or wrong professional opinions, know- 


18. To meet a registered practitioner, but only as a | ingly, or for a purpose. 
medical man would a nurse, giving directions how to 30. To bring disgrace and dishonour on the profession, 
proceed and sending the medicines to be used, but never | by an ignoble act, professional or otherwise. 
give prescriptions. In conclusion, Mr. Editor, we claim to “have the wel- 

19. To place a red glass lamp over the door, or on the | fare of the profession at heart, and wish to raise its 


footpath, even with the name and profession on it, to status ” as much as any other member of it does - but 
distinguish it from the medical man. we do not believe advertising our calling to the public, 
20. To advance and improve veterinary work in any | or trying to improve horse-shoeing has ever prevente¢ 
way. this in the past, nor will it ever in oe . “" 
. , — , or any other ocupations are stopped by bye-laws, 
It is DisHoNoURALE ConDUCT— places us in a Rion rome Prrer F meng PNo. cir!! what we 
1. To canvass and ask other practitioner's clients for | do, let us do it as gentlemen should, then we need have 
custom. no fear of our welfare or status. Teach us what wr 


2. To offer stock medicine cheaper than the recognised professional conduct is, but if any honourable transaction 
local price, or that fixed by the profession, especially to | is so, we respectfully disagree.—Yours truly, 











other practitioners’ clients. NEMO. 
3. To bribe grooms and others by “ tipping,” etc., to | — 

obtain work or sell medicines, especially to other prac- | Cemmeee Benin. com Dens eee: 

titioners’ clients. J. A. Nunn, Prof, Hobday, "Messrs. F. L. Gooch, J. Spence, 


4. To receive bribes, commission, or presents of any| J’ p. Pottie, A. Watson, C. Peirce, J. R. Hamilton, 
kind from sellers of horses, or others interested in the | g. H. Gibbings ; ‘‘Nemo,” ‘ Non-advertiser.” 
sale of horses, we are called upon to examine. Veterinary Obstetrics, by W. H. Dalrymple; 

5. To undersell a neighbouring practitioner in any | Daily Telegraph, The Birmingham Daily Post, 
branch of the profession. ham Daily Mail. 
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